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ABSTRACT

Historiography of TV Documentary

Hoon—Soon Kim' * Suk Kim"

This study analysed the narrative of <History Special> and <Korean History Biography>, two history
documentary broadcasted on KBS, in terms of story-telling and discourse. And it also examined whether
TV as mass media could provide an alternative interpretation against the dominant historical awareness.
As a result, both programmes showed limitations on representing subversive point of view to the dominant
ideology. At the story-telling level, firstly, they represented in a way of male-hero narrative though
they were describing the history of woman, and while representing woman as a public figure they eliminated
her feminity and individuality. Secondly, before evaluating woman as a historic figure they previously
appreciated her appearance in a male-point of view. Thirdly, although they were telling the story of
woman in a political view, they focused on love triangle, therefore failed to make her as a public figure.
The discourses of both programmes were anchoring the existing historical interpretation instead of offering
an alternative historical imagination. The narrator who were telling history at the studio in a omniscient
viewpoint took a role as a meaning definer, placed at the highest rank in the hierarchy of discourse
structure. Especially in <Korean History Biography>, the dramatized images to cover lack of visual
data helped anchor the patriarchal narrative and reduced the possibility of subversive interpretation on
historic figure.

Keywords: Historiography, TV documentary, Alternative interpretation, Woman public figure

* Professor Division of Media Studies, Ewha Womans University
** Graduate School, Ewha Womans University



