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Abstract

The present study was camried out to
investigate how two languages are represented
and processed for the late Korean—-English
bilinguals. To this end, we compared the naming
times of Korean-English bilinguals on a series of
the picture-word interference tasks. The entire
experiment 1s divided into four parts, each of
which required participants to name ‘the pictures
in Korean or in English with distractor words
visually presented either in Korean or English.
The distractor words were semantically related or
unrelated to the picture. The results showed that,
in different language conditions (.1 naming-L2
distractor, L2 naming -L1 distractor), there was

only numerical difference between semantic related

and unrelated condition. In same language
conditions (L1  naming-L1  distractor, L2
naming-12  distractor), however, significant

semantic interference effect occurred. And, the
interference effect was stronger in the L1
distractor condition than in the L2 distractor
condition. These results suggest that the semantic
processing of L1 and L2 for the late bilinguals are
independent each other.
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