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Abstract

Since the adoption of the World Heritage Convention, sites associated with dark histories have been inscribed
as World Heritage sites over the past fifty years. However, in 2018, the review of nomination dossiers for these sites
was temporarily suspended to prevent additional discomfort or the conflicts these inscriptions might cause. Despite
concerns raised by experts about nominations of these sites, the increasing demands from State Parties led to the
adoption of the Guiding Principles for the Preparation of Nominations Concerning Sites of Memory Associated
with Recent Conflicts. These Guiding Principles have made it possible to inscribe such sites as World Heritage sites.

The Guiding Principles play a crucial role in outlining the nature and criteria for inscription, the components required
in the nomination dossier, and mechanisms for notifying a contestation in cases of differing interpretations of the site.
Their primary aim is to minimize further conflicts that may arise from the inscription of sites of memory. They affirm that
such sites can contribute to achieving the objectives of the World Heritage Convention and represent a significant step
in addressing heritage interpretation in the Wotld Heritage system. The amendment of the Operational Guidelines to
incorporate a contestation mechanism has arguably established a more transparent and open inscription process. However,
the Guiding Principles also have limitations. Among the ten criteria set by the World Heritage Convention, sites related
to conflicts or dark histories can use Criterion (vi). This criterion focuses on the site's outstanding universal value linked
to historical events or associations, regardless of physical evidence. If a State Party chooses not to use Criterion (vi), the
application of the Guiding Principles cannot be expected. Furthermore, while the Guiding Principles require a heritage
interpretation strategy in the nomination dossier, the lack of detailed guidance may confuse nominating countries.

Sites of memory associated with recent conflicts are not just places that need protection and remembrance due
to their association with dark histories. They have also evolved to become spaces for reconciliation and healing, The
inscription of these sites as World Heritage sites is not just a recognition of their historical significance, but also
a platform for discussing the impact of past conflicts on modern society. It opens up a dialogue on how current
generations can address these issues. With the adoption of the Guiding Principles, we hope that inscribed sites will not

only promote reconciliation and healing but also serve as a starting point for addressing present and future challenges.

Keywords Sites of memory associated with recent conflict, difficult heritage, World Heritage, heritage interpretation,
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