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Client | Private
Supervisor | SOSU Architects
Coanstruction | Three square Canstruction Co,, Lid,

2-43 HH!

Project team | Hwang, Yeseul / Kim, Byecngjun
Location | Seongsudang-2ga, Seangdang-gu, Seoul, Korea
Program | Commercial facility, Multi-family housing
Site area | 142,57mi

Building area | 85 52m

Gross floor area | 587, 23m

Building to land ratio | 59.98%

Floor area ratio | 351 B0%

Building scope | BIF - 7F

Structure | RC

Exterior finishing | Brick

Interior finishing |

Flaar = Surface hardener an concrete polishing

Wall-ceiling - Designated pamnting on gypsum board
Design period | Oct, 2020 - Aug, 2021

Canstruction period | Sep. 2021 - Dec, 2022

Photegraph | Roh. Gyeong

Structural engineer | Hangil Structural Engineering Co., Ltd
Mechanical engineer | Geoanyang Mec Co_, Lid

Electrical engineer | Keukdang Power Tech Co, Litd
Fire engineer | Samwooamec Co, Lid —— i
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The Philome Building project began as a legacy from a mother
to her two daughters, marking over 50 years since the family first
settled in Seoul after the mother's relocation, Initially, the area
was remembered as a secluded space behind factories, but it has
transformed into one of the most bustling locations in Seongsu-
dong. The land, a compact triangular plot of approximately 142
square meters (about 43 pyeang), surrounded by roads on three
sides, presents a high complexity project due to its industrial area
density allowance of 400%, a mixed-use program of commercial
leases and family residences, considerations for natural lighting,
street-facing frontage, and embodying the essence of Seongsu.

The Inevitability of Pilotis

Due to the limited land, the ground floor, excluding the stairwell,
is mostly dedicated to statutory parking, making pilotis a natural
structural choice for small buildings, This project critically
examines the harmony between the pilotis structure supporting
seven stories above ground and the upper building, ensuring a
seamless blend. Inspired by Seangsu~dong's overpass structures,

the pilotis was designed as two large arches, with the upper

floors’ fagade integrated as if growing from these structures, The
pilotis floor was finished with red bricks, tying the building to the
ground organically. This arch-shaped pilotis transforms into a
new pedestrian experience, linking the major road to previously
inaccessible back streets,

Simplifying Complexity through Pattern and Texture Variation
Seongsu-dong is a tapestry of industrial, commercial, and
residential buildings accumulated over time, currently
experiencing an overload of urban landscape due to the influx
of unique commercial spaces attracted by the area's vibrant
community, Philome Building adds to this environment with its
mix of commercial spaces and diverse residential types, including
rental studios and two different types of owner-occupied
residences, The goal was to simplify the complexity created by
diversity, introducing a margin in the saturated urban landscape,
The building’s design harmonizes around the matif of arches,
tailored to the programmatic needs, using common Seongsu-
dong red bricks and contrasting fine details with two different
textures to create distinction within simplicity,





