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Development of a Church Education Program Utilizing
Project-Based Generative Al
: Focusing on Youth Retreats

Sunwoo Nam
(Yulim Presbyterian Church)

Abstract

Purpose of the Study : This study aims to propose alternative church education method—
ologies utilizing generative Al in the age of artificial intelligence. To achieve this, a proj—
ect—based church education program using generative Al was developed and applied for a
weekend retreat at Y Church's youth ministry located in Seoul. The study involved 18 youth
participants and 5 teachers, and was conducted over two weekends, from February 17—18
and February 24—25, 2024, in a non—residential format.

Contents and Method : The research methods included developing and applying the gen—
erative Al—based Bible education program, then assessing program satisfaction, effectiveness,
and the internalization of faith through surveys and interviews with students, teachers, and
the overseeing pastor. Satisfaction was measured using pre— and post—program ques—
tionnaires, while effectiveness was evaluated through pre— and post—program mind map
assessments. To measure the internalization of faith, reflection journals and interviews were
conducted.

Conlusion : Analysis of the data from the 16 participants who attended both pre— and
post—assessments revealed satisfaction with various aspects, including preferences for educa—
tional content, the value of educational activities, effort in participating in activities, per—
ceived competence in the activities, preferences for the educators, preferences for the in—
stitution, and willingness to recommend the program to peers. The average satisfaction score
increased from 11.92 before the program to 27.25 after, showing a significant increase of
15.33, which is statistically significant at the .05 level. Although the changes in faith ma—
turity were not explicitly detailed, a slight change in faith through practical learning was
observed. Additionally, the cognitive aspects of the learning content showed longer—lasting
effects compared to typical retreats.
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