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A Study on Paradigm of Teacher Education
in the Church’

Hyang—Sook Park
(Seoul Theological University)

Abstract

Purpose of study : the purpose of this study is to propose an alternative church teacher
education based on practice inquiry, which is one of the qualitative research paradigm.

Research Contents and Methods : This study involved an analysis of the previous studies
on the improvement strategies for church teacher education, verification of the appropriate—
ness of the qualitative research paradigm in relation to the nature and content of faith,
which is the objective of church education, and an exploration of alternative teacher educa—
tion through practice inquiry, one of the qualitative research methods. The findings of the
study are as follows: First, the analysis of the previous studies on improvement strategies
for church teacher education categorized the studies into those proposing the enhancement
of teaching competencies reflecting the demands of the changing educational environment,
vocational and leadership training, and alternative educational models. Second, it was con—
firmed that teacher education should aim for a qualitative research paradigm in order to
cultivate the expertise necessary for teaching the holistic and practical knowledge of faith,
which is the objective and content of church education. Third, practice inquiry can serve as
an alternative teacher education method that encompasses the exploration, execution, and
reflection on the acts of faith education. Fourth, practice inquiry includes investigating the
educational actions of teachers aimed at understanding learners' faith from the learners' per—
spective and assisting in the transformation and growth of their faith, which is made possi—
ble through a practice inquiry community.

Conclusions and Recommendations : The professionalism of church teachers can be real—
ized through the exploration of their practices in faith education. It is anticipated that sub—
sequent research will attempt to propose practical cases of teacher education based on prac—
tice inquiry in actual church education settings.
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Practice Inquiry
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