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A study on the improvement for the classification of Korean Medicine industry

Eunhye Hyun', Ji-Eun Park?, Yooseon Park’, Byungmook Lim*

'Institute of Health Policy and Management, Seoul National University Medical Research Center
2Center for Global Collaboration, Korea Institute of Oriental Medicine
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“Division of Humanities and Social Medicine, School of Korean Medicine, Pusan National University

Objectives: This study aims to develop a revised classification system of the Korean Medicine (KM) industry that
is practically feasible, ultimately laying the groundwork for the KM industry's development.

Methods: The draft of classification structure and categories were established through review of literature on existing
classification systems related to KM or industry. The experts who affiliated to representative organizations on KM
industry were invited to conduct reviews for enhancing the draft’s practical validity and usability. The review process
was iterated until consensus was achieved among the experts, ensuring the revised classification was comprehensive
and robust.

Results: Three drafts were created in total, and the final revised classification system consisted of the ‘KM industry’
and the ‘KM-related industry’ (indirectly related or supportive of the KM industry). The ‘KM industry’ includes KM
medicaments, KM medical instruments and appliances, and KM healthcare service. The ‘KM-related industry’
includes KM research, KM administration, KM education, and KM organization. Two key points emerged from the
open feedback: the necessity of establishing new sectors within the KM industry and the need for further research
on methods to link these new sectors with existing statistical data.

Conclusions: The revised classification system of the KM industry developed in this study can serve as an important
foundational resource for policymakers, researchers, and industry practitioners in the relevant field, supporting their
research and policy development.

Key Words  Korean Medicine, Korean Medicine industry, Korean Medicine industry classification
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Literature review for first draft classification (2021.9~10)
« (Structure) Korean Medicine industry statistics, Korean Medicine industry survey, Health industry classification

+ (Criteria) Korean standard industrial classification, Korean standard classification of occupations, Korean employment classification of occupations

+ (Category) All items included at least once in the aforementioned materials

4

First draft

Expert review (2021.10.22.)

* Korea institute of Oriental Medicine

« National institute for Korean Medicine development

Literature review

* Korean Standard Industrial Classification Manual (Statistics Korea)
« Industry Classification Manual (National Tax Service)

« Health Industry Classification (Korea Health Industry Development Institute)

Second draft

Expert review (2021.11.4.)
 Ministry of health and welfare (Division of Korean Medicine Industry)

Third draft

Expert review (2021.12.15.)

+ Korea institute of Oriental Medicine

«+ National institute for Korean Medicine development
Expert review (2021.12.17.)

+ Ministry of health and welfare

Final classification system

Fig. 1. Flow chart of the development for Korean Medicine industry classification system
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