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Trends in the Study of Korean Medicine Education : Based on domestic and
international research
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Objectives: The purpose of this study is to review trends in Korean medical education research.

Method: We searched Korean Medicine Education research in 4 domestic and 4 international datebases. The studies
were analyzed with journal, year, keyword and detailed topic, word frequency in research context, divided into four
categories: basic Korean medicine, clinical Korean medicine, medical humanities, education.

Result: 128 Korean studies and 30 International studies, total 158 studies, published from 1993 to 2024 have been
selected. Research on Korean medicine education has been consistently published every year since 2003, by 61
journals. The period when the most papers were published was 2020, with 16 papers. Journal of Physiology &
Pathology in Korean Medicine published a relatively large number of studies, with 19. Among the keywords divided
into 4 categories according to Institute of Korean Medicine Education & Evaluation, studies related to 'basic
medicine' were the most with 45 cases. When classified into detailed topics, there were 40 papers related to 'subject’,
and 21 papers related to ‘awareness’.

Discussion and Conclusion: The study suggests that Korean medicine education method and curriculum should be
developed. As educational research and method progresses, the corresponding curriculum has to be improved and
applied to the field. This study would contribute to the foundation of Korean medicine education.

Key Words - Korean Medicine education, curriculum, Teaching-Learning methoad, Research trends
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Table 1. Classification of Institute of Korean Medicine Education & Evaluation.

Section Contents

Basic medicine

It is subdivided into basic Korean medicine and medical life science, and includes each subject of basic education
according to local needs, interests, and traditions

Medical The field of learning basic and ethical qualities and attitudes that medical personnel must have. In addition to

humanities medical ethics and medical laws, it includes contents closely related to medical care in fields such as language,
history, philosophy, ethics, sociology, law, business administration, anthropology, psychology, and art, that is,
medical professionalism, communication

Clinical It includes internal Korean medicine, Korean Medicine Obstetrics and Gynecology, Korean Oriental Pediatrics,

medicine Korean Society of Oriental Neuropsychiatry, Korean Acupuncture & Moxibustion Medicine, Korean Medicine
Ophthalmology, Otolaryngology & Dermatology, Korean Medicine Rehabilitation, Sasang Constitutional
Medicine (8 departments of korean medicine specialists). It includes clinical subjects according to local needs,
interests, and traditions, such as herbal acupuncture and Chuna medicine.

Education It refers to a study that researches Korean medicine education in a modern scientific way and systematically

organizes its achievements.

Table 2. A summary table of the five analysis methods

Method Contents

Year Analysis of the frequency of studies published from 1993 to 2024.

Journal Analysis of the frequency of academic journals in which Korean medicine education papers have been published
at least once.

Representative Analysis of the Classification Method of Korean Medicine by the Institute of Korean Medicine Education

subject Evaluation.

Detailed subject

Analysis of 158 papers according to 5 detailed topics obtained through consensus of all researchers.

Word frequency

The frequency of nouns was organized by analyzing the titles of all papers. (more than 5 times)
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Identification

Screening

Fig 1. Flow chart.

Identification of studies via databases and registers

Records identified from*:
Korean Databases (n =
1,329)

Foreign Databases (n = 757)

Records removed before
screening:
Duplicate records removed
(n=747)

A\ 4

Records screened
(n=1,339)

Records excluded by title,
abstract
(n=1,173)

A\ 4

Reports sought for retrieval
(n = 166)

Reports excluded by full text
(n=8)

Studies included in review
(n =158)

16
13
11 11
7

1993 1995 1997 1998 1999 2003 2001 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Fig. 2. Classification of papers on Korean medicine education by year.
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1.1l

Clinical medicine ~ Medical humanities Education Others

Basic medicine

Fig. 4. Categorized into five categories: basic, clinical, medical humanities, education and other papers on Korean

Medicine Education.

nn

Educational Teaching Awareness Directivity

Subject

Method

Evaluation

Fig. 5. Classification of selected papers with a focus on Korean Medicine Education.
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