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Exploring the Direction for Establishing Green Schools in Elementary Education
- Current Status and Management Characteristics of Indoor Plants in Schools -
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Abstract

This study analyzes the current status and management characteristics of plants introduced into indoor spaces
to identify strategies for developing green elementary schools. Indoor plants are predominantly potted and
primarily introduced into shared spaces, including entrances and hallways, rather than classrooms. Although
the positive effects of indoor plants have been acknowledged, there is also an awareness of negative
sentiments, including the difficulties in managing them. Although some level of plant maintenance is carried
out, there are recognized challenges, such as budget allocation, designation of responsible personnel, and
availability of management information. To ensure proper maintenance, concerns like budget support,
assignment of duties, and increased interest need to be addressed. Compared to other staff, teachers express
a greater need for plants to be introduced, which should be evaluated in terms of maintenance, environmental
purification, and safety. In future restructuring projects to create spaces for learning, relaxation, and other
activities by introducing plants indoors, the following should be considered: selection of plants suitable for
environmental characteristics: establishment of maintenance plans including the budget; and expert support.
Moreover, strategies to approach plant maintenance as an educational activity through student participation
programs and the development of educational materials should be considered.
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Table 13. Need to introduce indoor plants in
elementary schools

Table 14. Location of indoor plants to be introduced in
elementary schools
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200 14 6 20 A4, 4 17 19 6
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116 5 151 nEA/PPA 20 9
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Table 15. Characteristics of indoor plants to be
introduced in elementary schools

R A
fofidol Q= 102 43 75 467
A& (25.8%) | (10.9%) | (18.9%)
FAHE7t 184 106 55 819
& A= (46.5%) | (26.8%) | (13.9%)
WA o 43 68 60 125
ot A& | (10.9%) | (17.2%) | (15.2%)
FI7t U= 6 8 10 “
A& (1.5%) | 2.0% | (2.5%)
AZAH o & 5 32 38 .
o A& (1.3%) | (8.1%) | (9.6%)
2t 54 132 126 55
T3 He AE | (13.6%) | 33.3%) | (31.8%)
2= EF 2 7 32 5
A= A= 0.5% | (1.8%) | (8.1%)
A7 396 396 396
(100.0%) | (100.0%) | (100.0%)
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Table 16. Effects that affect indoor plant needs
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Z+. ANOVA F (p-value): 70.160 (.000)
R2 (adjusted): .368
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