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Exploring College Space Restructuring Plans for Nursing Education:
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Abstract

This study aims to identify users’ perceptions and needs to improve college teaching spaces in nursing
education, and thus derive improvement measures. Therefore, group interviews (three to five participants per
category) were conducted with professors (7), students (9), and administrative staff (8) at a college of nursing
located in Seoul. All interviews were conducted face—to-face, with each interview taking approximately 60-90
min. The interview results were analyzed for professors, students, and administrative staff separately. The
following implications were drawn by synthesizing the interview results for each group: (1) the physical
environment and quality of interaction between professors and students need to be improved in order to
enhance the quality of teaching and learning; (2) a well-designed practice environment that allows students
to practice various skills with confidence needs to be provided; (3) classrooms need to be configured and
arranged in a way that is appropriate the nursing curriculum and educational activities to maximize learning
effectiveness; (4) spatial restructuring is necessary in terms of living and resting spaces to help nursing students
manage stress and provide them with psychological stability; and (5) administrative support reflecting the nursing
curriculum is needed in establishing classroom assignment criteria and space use regulations. Finally, the
limitations of this study and suggestions for further research were discussed.
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