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Abstract For us, as 2023 marked the 70th anniversary of the signing of the Armistice Agreement, it provided
an opportunity to reflect once again on the potential for transitioning the armistice into a peace treaty, officially
ending the Korean War, and establishing a peace regime that could promote peace and stability on the Korean
Peninsula. Since the Geneva Conference of 1954, North Korea has made various statements regarding a peace
treaty. It can be seen that North Korea aimed to strengthen its own power and achieve a balance of power by
entering into a peace treaty with South Korea or the U.S. This paper aims to examine the reasons why North
Korea, a signatory of the Armistice Agreement of 1953, became interested in forging a peace treaty and to
establish the foundation of how North Korea's discourse on a peace treaty has changed over time. By examining
cases of North Korea's proposals for an inter-Korean or a North Korea-U.S. peace treaty since the 1954
Political Conference to the period from the 1950s to the 1990s, this paper seeks to explain the background
behind North Korea's peace treaty discourse and to consider the implications of these changes for South Korea
and the U.S., which would be parties to such a peace treaty. Additionally, the paper aims to explore the
implications for South Korea and the United States, not only in relation to North Korea but also considering
the United Nations Command and the ROK-U.S. Mutual Defense Treaty, when entering into a peace treaty with
North Korea.
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