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Strategies: A Comparative Analysis with Major Countries
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Abstract This study analyzes the development process of Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) policies
in Korea and corporate response strategies, comparing them with cases from major countries. The results show
that while Korea has established a basic framework for ESG policies through the K-ESG guidelines and plans
for mandatory ESG disclosure, these policies lack the specificity and enforceability seen in major countries. In
terms of corporate response, large companies are actively formulating ESG strategies, but strengthening ESG
capabilities of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) remains an urgent task. Industry-specific ESG
strategies reflect the characteristics of each sector, such as carbon neutrality in manufacturing, expansion of
responsible investment in finance, and enhanced data security in IT. This study suggests improving Korean ESG
policies by enhancing the alignment of ESG disclosure standards with international norms, strengthening tailored
support for SMEs, and developing industry-specific policies. For effective corporate ESG response, the study
proposes strategic integration of ESG, enhanced communication with stakeholders, and improved ESG data
management capabilities.
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Figure 1. Development Process of ESG Policies in Korea
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Figure 2. Major International ESG Standards and Initiatives
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Figure 3. Policy Implementation for Creating an ESG
Ecosystem in Korea
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