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Abstract The purpose of the study was to examine the effects of early childhood teachers’ empowerment on
play support competency, mediated by teaching creativity. The subjects of this study were 173 early childhood
teachers working in kindergartens and childcare centers in the metropolitan area, and the main variables were
measured through questionnaires. To investigate the research questions, correlation analysis using Pearson's
correlation coefficient, regression analysis, and mediation effect verification were conducted using SPSS 28.0 and
PROCESS macro 4.2 programs. The results are as follows. First, higher levels of early childhood teachers’
empowerment and teaching creativity were associated with higher level of play support competency. Second, it
was revealed that early childhood teachers’ empowerment influences play support competency through the
mediation of teaching creativity. This suggests that when early childhood teachers perceive their level of
empowerment to be high, it positively impacts their level of teaching creativity, thereby enhancing their play
support competency. Based on the results, we suggest that empowerment and instructional creativity are crucial
factors in strengthening early childhood teachers’ play support competency, which is essential for implementing a
play-based early childhood curriculum.
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