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[Abstract]

This study investigated the ethical attitudes towards Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) among nursing college
students. Data were collected from September to November 2022, involving 209 students in Jeonbuk Province.
Analysis was done using SPSS WIN 25.0 with descriptive statistics and the x2-test. Students generally agreed
with respecting patient wishes, providing accurate information, and adhering to DNR guidelines. They
supported treatment upon guardian request and maintaining aseptic principles for DNR patients. They showed
neutral attitudes towards discontinuing mechanical ventilation upon family request, using all means to prolong
life for patients with no chance of survival, the primary physician's DNR decision, etc. There was often
opposition to the decline in medical team interest after DNR declaration. Significant differences based on
DNR education experience were found regarding the use of all treatments for terminally ill patients (p=.028)
and the need to advise if a co-worker treats a DNR patient without aseptic procedures (p=.014). Education

on DNR situations and procedures is essential for accurate knowledge and high ethical competence.
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I. Introduction
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II. Methodology

1. Study design
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3. Study variables
3.1 General characteristics
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3.2 DNR related characteristics
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5. Data analysis
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III. Results

1. General characteristics
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Table 1. General characteristics (N=209)
Characteristics Categories n(%)
Sex Female 154(73.7)
Male 55(26.3)
1st 59(28.2)
Grade 2nd 56(26.8)
3rd 47(22.5)
4th 47(22.5)
Religion Yes 130(62.2)
No 79(37.8)
Hospitalization experience ves 112(53.6)
No 97(46.4)
Dying experience of a family ves 47(22.5)
No 162(77.5)
Life-Sustaining Treatment Yes 53(25.4)
experience of a family No 156(74.6)
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2. DNR related characteristics
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Table 2. DNR related characteristics (N=209)
Characteristics Categories n(%)

. . Yes 61(29.2)
DNR education experience No 148(70.8)
DNR may be necessary Yes 1%(93 8)
depending on the situation No 13(6.2)
Family DNR consent Agree 189(90 4)
Disagree 20(9.6)
Agree 159(76.1)

M DNR t
y own consen Disagree 50(23.9)

3. Ethical attitude toward DNR
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4, Differences in ethical attitudes towards
DNR educational experience
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IV. Discussion
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Table 3. Ethical Attitude toward DNR and Differences in ethical attitudes towards DNR according to DNR

education experience (N=209)
Characteristics Categories n(%) DNRYZgucatlon expe'\::nce X(p)
1. If patient knows that patient is terminally | Agreement 187(89.5) 57( 27 3) 130(62.2) 2.931
ill and denies all treatments, then accept | Opposite 5(2.4) .0) 3(1.4) (.231)
patient’s will Do not know 17(8.1) .0) 15(7.2)
2. If family wants coma patient who is with Agreement 101(48.3) 26( 12 4 75(35.9) 3.287
véntilator should be extubated Opposite 42(20.1) 176.1) 25(12.0 (193)
Do not know 66(31.6) 18(8.6) 48(23.0)
. Agreement 64(30.6) 14(6.7) 50(23.9) 7171
z'veAn" f;‘;”fesmfifn:”eyatiﬁ‘zgiise:thsou'd be used g posite 71(34.0) 29(13.9) 42(20.1) (.028)
Do not know 74(35.4) 18(8.6) 56(26.8)
4. DNR order should be ordered by patients’ | Agreement 63(30.1) 14(6.7) 49(23.4) 3.221
primary doctors who know patients’ status | Opposite 107(51.2) 37(17.7) 70(33.5) (.220)
well Do not know 39(18.7) 10(4.8) 29(13.9)
5. CPR will not be performed, but, other | Agreement 168(80.4) 51 24 4) 117(56.0) 922
treatments should be provided for terminal | Opposite 17(8.1) 4) 12(5.7) (.631)
ill patients Do not know 24(11.5) A) 19(9.1)
6. If terminally ill patient who does not have | Agreement 179(85.6) 55( 26 3) 124(59.3) 1.672
a chance to discuss about DNR order has -
cardiac arrest, then CPR should be | OPPOSIte 12(5.7) 4) 9(4.3) (.433)
administered Do not know 18(86) ) 15(72)
. Agreement 92(44.0) 25 12 O) 67(32.1) 402
Zhéful"datr'g:tz:Zerze”r‘:dwa”t DNR, then DNR 75 posite 64(30.6) 19(9.1) 45(21.5) (818)
Do not know 53(25.4) 17(8.1) 36(17.2)
8. Patient who is terminally ill should receive Agreement 143(68.4) 45( 21 5) 98(46.9) 3.473
his or her accurate medical status report Opposite 15(7.2) 9) 9(4.3) (.176)
Do not know 51(24.4) 10 4 (4.8) 41(19.9)
9. Medical team member should tell patients Agreement 178(85.2) 53( 25 4 126(60.3) 1520
and family the truth all the time Opposite 13(6.2) 0) 11(5.3) (.468)
Do not know 18(8.6) 9) 11(5.3)
10. Medical team member should tell patients Agreement 176(84.2) o1 24 4) 125(59.8) 026
and family the truth even if they are shocked | PPOSIte 13(6.2) 9) 9(4.3) (.987)
Do not know 20(9.6) 9) 14(6.7)
11. 1f DNR ordered, family members should |-~oreement 141(67.5) 43( 20 é) 98(46.9) 745
stay with patients even they are in ICU Opposite 28(13.4) 9) 22(10.5) (.623)
Do not know 40(19.1) 12 5 7) 28(13.4)
12. Doctors should use ventilator passively if | Agreement 71(34.0) 21(10.0) 50(23.9) 283
patients can get benefit, even if DNR is | Opposite 85(40.7) 26(12.4) 59(28.2) (.868)
ordered Do not know 53(25.4) 14(6.7) 39(18.7)
13. If DNR needs to be ordered, doctors must Agreement 172(82.3) 54 25 8) 118(56.5) 2.644
follow DNR policies Opposite 9(4.3) .5) 8(3.8) (.267)
Do not know 28(13.4) 9) 22(10.5)
14. If family wants aggressive treatment for | Agreement 130(62 2) 39( 18 7) 91(43.5) .603
patient who is terminally ill, then follow the | Opposite 38(18.2) 12(5.7) 26(12.4) (.740)
decision of the family Do not know 41(19.6) 10(4.8) 31(14.8)
15. If DNR ordered, less basic nursing care | Agreement 66(31.6) 18(8.6) 48(23.0) 2.034
should be given for patients” comfort | Opposite 113(54 1) 37( 17 7) 76(36.4) (.362)
measures Do not know 30(14.4) 9) 24(11.5)
16. If co-worker treats patients who is | Agreement 189(90.4) 50( 23 9) 139(66.5) 8.537
ordered DNR without aseptic procedure, then | Opposite 7(3.3) 4) 2(1.0) (.014)
advice at time of witness Do not know 13(6.2) .9) 7(3.3)
17. If patient who is ordered DNR has medical | Agreement 195(93.3) 56( 26 8) 139(66.5) 338
changes, primary doctor should get notified | Opposite 8(3.8) A) 5(2.4) (.844)
as patient’s family requests Do not know 6(2.9) .0) 4(1.9)
. . Agreement 29(13.9) 3) 20(9.6) 191
101 e St e et s 195 gt I
Do not know 27(12.9) 3) 20(9.6)
19. If family complaints to doctors Agreement 110(52.6) 28( 13 4) 83(39.7) 3.443
carelessness they should protect themselves Opposite 56(26.8) 16(7.7) 40(19.1) (.179)
’ Do not know 43(20.6) 17(8.1) 25(12.0)
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V. Conclusions
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