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Exploring the Experiences of Novice Home Economics Teachers
Using Photovoice
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Professor, Dept. of Home Economics Education, Dongguk University

Abstract

The purposes of this study are to obtain an in-depth understanding of the experiences of novice Home Economics teachers
during their first year and to extract meaning from the experiences. The Photovoice was used as a research methodology. Participants
in the study included three novice Home Economics teachers who passed the 2022 secondary school teacher recruitment examination
and began working at middle schools in the Seoul metropolitan area from March 2022. Data were collected from February
2022 to January 2023, involving one written interview, nine monthly Photovoice projects, and two Focus Group Interviews.
Thematic analysis was utilized for data analysis. The narratives of novice Home Economics teachers were divided into the narratives
as ‘Home Economics teacher’ and as ‘Novice teacher’. As being Home Economics teachers, participants constructed their narratives
around three themes: ‘Home Economics is a practical discipline’, ‘Home economics teachers are agents of change’, and ‘Home
Economics is undervalued in the school.” Furthermore, the sub themes of the ‘novice teachers’ narrative included ‘Now it's
the real beginning’, ‘Teaching is a wonderful profession’, and ‘I will become a good teacher.” The significance of this study
lies in the in-depth exploration of the lived experiences of novice Home Economics teachers during their first year and broadening

the use of Photovoice as a research and teaching strategy.
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Turning Learning into Practice
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Figure 4.
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Greetings at Initial Deployment
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