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To editor:

Lee et al.1) elucidated, through a comprehensive analysis of a nationwide database, that a 
substantial subset of patients undergoing cardiac implantable electronic device (CIED) 
implantation manifested newly diagnosed atrial fibrillation (AF). Notably, the incidence of AF 
correlated with a susceptibility to adverse clinical outcomes.

The study cohort encompassed patients with diverse arrhythmic pathologies.1) AF, notorious 
for its deleterious effect on the loss of atrial kick and the emergence of a rapid and irregular 
ventricular response, potentially exerts differential impacts on individuals with or without 
conduction disorders, which should be discussed separately.

Their investigation highlighted an association between the presence of valvular disease and 
the onset of incident AF.1) Consistent with prior literature, the risk of developing incident AF 
may diverge among distinct types of valvular pathologies.2)

The presence of AF emerged as a significant contributor to the development of heart failure.1) 
Elucidating the trajectory of left ventricular ejection fraction assumes paramount importance 
in comprehending the mechanisms underlying arrhythmia-induced cardiomyopathy (reduced 
or preserved ejection fraction).

Considering the adverse prognostic implications of AF uncovered by their study,1) a pertinent 
question arises: should catheter ablation be considered for whole newly diagnosed AF in 
individuals with CIEDs? For instance, the appropriateness of AF catheter ablation in elderly 
women remains a subject of controversy.3)
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► See the article “Risk of Atrial Fibrillation and Adverse Outcomes in Patients With Cardiac Implantable 
Electronic Devices” in volume 54 on page 13.
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