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Abstract

Purpose : This study aims to review the physical therapy training programs in the United States, Canada, Taiwan, and Japan,
and propose standardization plan for clinical practice in physical therapy education to advance the development of physical therapy
education in South Korea.

Methods : This study investigates the clinical practice standards in advanced countries such as the United States and Canada, and
refers to the clinical practice standards in Taiwan and Japan, which are members of the association of world phyisotherapy and have
economic, cultural, educational, and healthcare delivery systems, as well as legal systems, similar to those of South Korea.

Results : In the United States, physical therapy education programs allocate an average of 22 weeks and 880 hours for clinical
practice. Foreign-trained physical therapists who wish to take the licensure exam in the United States must have their educational
programs reviewed and recognized as having completed at least 1,000 hours of clinical practice. In Canada, physical therapy
education programs allocate an average of 31 weeks and 1,240 hours for clinical practice. Taiwan allocates over 1,440 hours of
clinical practice in its educational programs, while Japan requires 800 hours of clinical practice as a legal prerequisite for the
licensure exam.

Conclusion : Based on the results of this study, the following standardization plan for clinical practice of the physical therapy
education in South Korea are proposed. First, a minimum of 16 weeks and 640 hours of clinical practice is necessary to produce
competent physical therapists. Second, university-based basic practical training should be at least 440 hours, with the introduction
of a standardized accreditation system and unification of the four-year academic system. Third, the qualifications of physical
therapists who supervise clinical practice in medical institutions should be clearly defined in the curriculum, and the standards for

clinical practice instructors need to be expanded.
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Table 1. Data collection methods

Country

Methods

United States of America

The website of the American physical therapy association, physical therapy curriculum on the

websites of American Universities

Canada The website of the Canadian physiotherapy association, the websites of Canadian Universities
E-mail eith professor at National Taiwan University and vice president of world physiotherapy,

Taiwan physical therapy curriculum of Taiwanese universities, regulations related to clinical practice in
physical therapy

Japan A Korean-Japanese physical therapist, regulations related to clinical practice in physical therapy

South Korea

The results of the 2024 survey on the status of clinical practice in physical therapy conducted

by the Korean council of physical therapy education
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Table 2. Comparison of physical therapy education systems, clinical practice hours, and relevant laws in

Taiwan, Japan, and South Korea

Duration of Number of program

Clinical practice

Country Ty — (et hours Laws related to clinical practice hours
Regulations recognizing practical training for
Taiwan 4~6 15 1,440 physical therapist examination, document No.
1043301476
Japan 34 278 200 ;l:)}./silc;; therapist and occupational therapist act
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