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Abstract The purpose of this study was to assess whether library field practicum has been effective in
enhancing students' practical skills, to determine if the field practicum program was appropriately designed and
implemented, and to derive improvement strategies. To achieve this, six major areas of library and information
science and 30 detailed practical skills were identified. Subsequently, a survey was conducted on 19 fourth-year
students majoring in library and information science at D University before and after their field practicum. The
study results indicated changes in the importance of nine specific practical skills and in the perception of 15
skills. Consequently, it was observed that items of practical skills actually covered during the field practicum
showed positive changes. However, for practical skills not addressed in the field, there was either no change or
a negative change in perception of their importance. It appears that proactive and continuous efforts will be
necessary to utilize these research findings in suggesting specific skills that students should cultivate during their
practicum and in providing concrete practicum guidelines to effectively enhance these skills.
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Table 2. Examples of Questionnaire Questions
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Table 5. Awareness of the importance and level of practical

skills
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Table 6. Awareness of the importance and level of specific

practical skills
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