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On writing discourse intervention for developmentally disabled people
Survey of perceptions and needs of Speech-Language Pathologists
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Abstract In this study, we investigated the current status of written discourse mediation in a more general and
in-depth manner, including the training completion experience and knowledge of written discourse mediation
among Speech-Language Pathologists in Korea, and the Speech-Language Pathologists' perceptions of written
discourse mediation. We wanted to look into the requirements. Research results were derived through a
questionnaire answered by 110 Speech-Language Pathologists. As a result, although most Speech-Language
Pathologists learned about written discourse intervention in the curriculum, their application of written discourse
intervention in clinical settings is insufficient and they have difficulty with written discourse intervention due to
lack of systematic and professional knowledge of this intervention. I could tell that I was feeling it. Looking at
the status of written discourse intervention, only 46.4% of the Speech-Language Pathologists who responded in
clinical settings showed that they had experience with written discourse intervention. In other words, it was
analyzed that 53.6% of respondents had no experience with writing discourse mediation. As a result of
Speech-Language Pathologists' perception and demand for written discourse intervention, 76.4% of Speech-
Language Pathologists responded that they thought written discourse intervention was an important area of
speech therapy. In addition, 62.8% of respondents responded that a curriculum for discourse mediation is
necessary, more than 90% said that continuous research on written discourse mediation is necessary, and 89.1%
thought that the development of textbooks and teaching aids was necessary.This study is significant in that it
investigated the experiences and perceptions of Speech-Language Pathologists in written discourse intervention
and analyzed the results in that it provided direction on how education and various processes related to written
discourse intervention should be conducted.
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Table 1. General characteristics of research subjects
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Figure 1. Necessity of Professional Education on Writing
Conversation Intervention
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Figure 2. Write Conversation Mediation Age
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Figure 3. Language area to focus on when mediating writing
conversations
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Figure 4. Need to allocate the number of hours of university and
graduate school curriculum related to writing conversation

intervention
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Figure 5. Need for Research on Writing Conversation Intervention
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Figure 6. Necessity of development of teaching materials and
teaching aids related to the intervention of writing discourse
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