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Looking One Year Back at the Work of the Science Chief
Teachers in Elementary Schools: Focus on Planning,
Implementation, Management, and Supplementation

Kim, HyungukT
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to explore the experiences of Science Chief Teachers in schools, focusing on the specific
activities in which they engage during the school year as a part of the science curriculum in the school. To do so, five
research participants were selected who were in charge of the activities of the Science Chief Teacher in elementary schools.
After the interviews, their activities and roles were categorized into “planning and implementation” and “management and
supplementation.” In addition, the research participants were asked to bring documents they had drafted and provide in-
formation about accomplishments related to science contests, lists of materials and equipment used in science labs, and other
materials to be used as reference data for the research. As prompted by the research, the category of “planning and im-
plementation,” which represented the activities conducted by the Science Chief Teachers, was further classified into “operation
of the intramural events for the Month of Science at the beginning of the school year,” “participation in contests sponsored
by the Office of Education in accordance with the results of the intramural events,” *“ the operation of the science club
in school,” and “preparation for the end of the year evaluation of the science education performance.” As for the category
of “management and supplementation,” it was further classified into “constant management and improvement of the science
lab,” “maintenance of the relationship with the public service officials present at science lab,” and “management of other
matters related to the science education.” Through this study, it was possible to look into the activities of the Science Chief
Teachers who supported the smooth progress of science education in schools. This study will provide implications for improv-
ing the work efficiency of the Chief Science Teachers and indicate the difficulties expected in the future.
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