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Abstract

In the era of globalization, cultural appropriation, stemming from the
interaction and clash of diverse cultures, remains inadequately defined, leading
to controversy in many designs. This study aims to provide a theoretical basis
for understanding cultural appropriation by comparing similar concepts and
examining specific cases. It proposes methods for the rational use of traditional
cultures in apparel to minimize controversy. Firstly, the study investigates the
concept of cultural appropriation by exploring differences among related terms.
Secondly, it examines instances of cultural appropriation in fashion through
form, color, pattern, and material, drawing from papers and Google searches
over the past decade. Thirdly, it categorizes representative cases by domestic
and foreign fashion brands, analyzing the underlying reasons. The goal is to
establish a theoretical foundation for developing culturally sensitive clothing
products. Based on the findings, several measures are proposed: understanding
and respecting cultural backgrounds through in-depth research on the history
and significance of elements; collaborating with cultural groups and consulting
experts for feedback; explaining the source of design inspiration to help
consumers understand the cultural elements' meanings; avoiding the
reinforcement of stereotypes and respecting cultural diversity and complexity;
respecting intellectual property and ensuring moral and legal appropriateness;
and learning from case studies of other designers' and brands' successes and
failures.
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Figure 1. 7raditional Sami Dress
(www.facebook.com)
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Figure 2, Costumes From Frozen
(www.facebook.com)
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Figure 3. Westerners in Traditional Indian Hats
(crossing.cw.com.tw)
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Table 1. Comparison of Concepts Related to Cultural Appropriation

Definition and features

Representative example

Positive
. . example
-Occupying or using another culture. P
-Using another group's culture to cause Figure 4,
Cultural infringement on that specific cultural Christian Dior, 1997 F/W
Appropriation group. (kr.pinterest.com)
-Promotes mutual learning between
cultures and disseminates it to the
public.
Negative
example
Figure 5.
Inuit Shaman K1z, 2015 F/W
(www.cbc.ca)
-Gives new meaning to an object, making
Appropriation its original practical meaning disappear.

-Creating new ideas.

Figure 6.
Marcel Duchamp Fountain, 1917
(en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fountain_(Duchamp)
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Table 1. Continued

Definition and features

Representative example

-Mechanical repetition of past works of art,

Copy items, and photographs.
Figure 7.
Anady Warho! Campbell's Soup Cans, 1962
(en.wikipedia.org)
-Reproduce or reproduce objects in nature
. or works of other artists.
Imitating
-Simulate human sculpture or painting. B
Figure 8.
MichelangeloDavid, 1507-71504
(en.wikipedia.org)
Genuine
product
-Secretly copying someone else’s work and . .
presenting it as one’s own. Figure 9. Th/N/((J/Th FaceNjpsey
Plagiarism TC et
-Substantially similar and follows the ideas (www.solesense.com)
and inspiration of others.
Plagiarism
producs

Figure 10.
Company a Signature Jacket

Cultural Plunder

-Forcibly taking over other people's culture
and making it their own.

-Mainly theft of material cultural heritage
such as cultural assets, books, works of
art, and clothing.

(blog.naver.com)

Figure 11. A Section of the Parthenon Marbles on
Display at the British Museum in London
(www . britishmuseum.org)
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Figure 12. Kimono
(www.pinterest.co.kr)
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Figure 13. Jeanne PaquinEvening Coat 17912 Figure 14, Paul Poiret Hobble Skirt 1997
(www.pinterest.com)

(forum.thefreedictionary.com)
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Table 2. Appropriation of Traditional Patterns or Colors

Instance Appropriate object

3

Figure 15, Christian Dior Figure 16. Zhang Xu

Quiproquo, 1957 Du Tong Tie, 1058

(www.metmuseum.org) (Www.metmuseum.org)

2 TR0
. AR ~~
Figure 17. Carolina Herrera, Figure 18. Saltillo City, Mexico
2020 Resort Slape Skirt
(lookbook.carolinaherrera.com) (hwww.alamy.co)
{> T
3
Figure 19. Carolina Herrera, 2020  Figure 20, Murals in Tenango De
Resort Doria, Hidalgo, Mexico Murals
(lookbook.carolinaherrera.com) (peapix.com)
,
4
Figure 21. Etoile Isabel Marant, Figure 22. 7he Mexican Sarapes
2020 Fall RTwW and Jorongos
(wwd.com) (fashion sina com cn)
Z’& ek j
| AR i 4
| st o
Figure 23, Christian Dior, Figure 24. Zhang Chengye
2022 RTW 10-panel Folding Screen Depicting

Flower and Animal Scenes
(kr.pinterest.com) (m?2_.allhistory.com)

Trick

Imitating

Imitating

Imitating

Plagiarism

Imitating

Effect

Successful case

Negative
controversy

Negative
controversy

Negative
controversy

Negative
controversy
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Table 3. Appropriating of Traditional Clothing Structures

Instance Appropriate object Trick Effect
Successful case,
1 Imitating Collections in
museums
Figure 25, Alexander Mcqueen Figure 26. Suzhou Garden
‘Chinese Garaen' 2005
(www.metmuseum.org) (ms.httpcn.com)
. Negative
2 Imitating controversy
Figure 27. Victoria’Secret, 2012 Figure 28. Native American
Fashion Show War Bonnet
(www.teenvogue.com/) (en.wikipedia.org)
Negative
3 Plagiari controversy,
agianism Cancellation of
sales
Figure 29. Gucc, 2018 Turban Figure 30. Sikh Turban
(www.dagospia.com) (www.facebook.com)
il |
i o Negative
4 / Imitating cont?oversy
y ]
Figure 31. Christian Dior, 2017 Pre-Fall  Figure 32. Bihor Traditional Clothes
(www.adaymag.com) (www.adaymag.com)
I
Negative
5 Plagiari controversy,
agiansm Cancellation of
Figure 33. Christian Dior, 2022 Pre-Fall ~ Figure 34. Chinese Traditional Skirt sales in China
(res2023.xhby.net) (res2023.xhby.net)
6 Imitating Successful fashion

Figure 35.

(kr.pinterest.com)

Vantage Kimono, 1970

Figure 36, Holland Stree Lounge Wear

(www.bbc.com)
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Table 4. Cultural Appropriation of Materials and Handicraft

Table 49} 2t}

Instance

Appropriate object Trick Effect
Imitatin Successful
— 9 fashion show
Figure 37. Valentino, Figure 38. /n This African Village, The
2016 Spring Walls of the Chief's Compound are
RTW Painted with Beautiful Traditional
Designs
(www.bagaddictsanonymous.com) (www.messynessychic.com)
Imitatin Successful
9 fashion show
Figure 39. Christian Dior, Figure 40. African Batik
2020 Resort
(www.wazaiii.com/) (www.sohu.com)
®
Plagiari Negative
agiarism controversy
Figure 41, 7ory Burch, Figure 42. Romanian Traditional
2018 Resort Clothing Early 20th Century
(www.facebook.com) (www.facebook.com)
- Negative
Imitating controversy

Figure 43. Christian Dior,
2023 Resort
(www.vogue.com)

Figure 44, Spanish Traditional Buckle

(www.sohu.com)
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Valentino®] 2016 #¢o] x(Figure 37)} Diore] 2020
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Figure 45, Chinese International Students Protest
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Figure 47. Yies Saint Laurent 1965
(fashionheritage.eu)
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(www.sohu.com)

Figure 48. Moschino, 2014 F/W
(interface.sina.cn)
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Figure 49, Alexa Chung
(www.voguehk.com)

Figure 51. Pro Tattoo Tech
(www.nzherald.co.nz)
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Figure 52, Pe'a
(en.wikipedia.org)
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