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A Case Report of Alcoholic Hepatitis with Megaloblastic Anemia
Treated with Korean Medicine

Chae-eun Kim, Seung-ho Sun, Tae-hyun Baek, Seung-hee Han
Dept. of Korean Internal Medicine, College of Korean Medicine, Sang-Ji University

ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study aimed to report a case of alcoholic hepatitis with megaloblastic anemia that improved with Korean

medicine treatment.

Methods: A 27-year-old woman with alcoholic hepatitis and megaloblastic anemia was treated with herbal medicine,
acupuncture, and moxibustion. The responses before and after treatment were evaluated using blood tests, ultrasound imaging,

the Checklist Individual Strength (CIS), and the numerical rating scale (NRS).

Results: Post-treatment. blood tests showed improved liver function test. lipid test. and anemia work-up. Ultrasound
imaging showed improvement in the superoinferior diameter of right lobe, from 13.02 to 11.09, and the fatty liver improved.
The CIS score decreased from 107 to 55. Fatigue diminished from NRS 10 to NRS 3, and dizziness dropped from NRS 5 to

NRS 1. The abdominal distension slightly decreased, from NRS 7 to NRS 5.

Conclusion: Korean medicine treatment might be effective for treating alcoholic hepatitis with megaloblastic anemia.

Key words: alcoholic hepatitis, megaloblastic anemia, Korean medicine, ultrasonography. case report
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1.45 mg/dL(A4
A2A 02~12)2 3= A5+ 293, Alkaline
Phosphatase(ALP)+= 737 U/L(BA ZZ2A
104~338), AST= 272 U/L(AAF &=xA] §~38),
ALTE 131 U/L(RA Z=2A 4~44), Total
cholesterol= 299 mg/dL(RA &% 0~220)
2 o4 B33 GGTE 155 me/dl(AF &
Z2 50~150)2 3] =k anti-HCV,
anti-HAV IgM, HbsAg 5 7AALE F713o s
Algstgi ot B SA el ¢ AslA
ZAAbell = o] 4be] sl

Autgd ol A atol M= Red blood cell count(RBC)
= 315 10°/ul(RAF #x2) 35~55), Hemoglobin
(Hb)= 11.2 g/dl (A Z24] 115~15), Hematocrite
(HCT)E 331 %(R84 #xA 35~55)= A4
He Rt Yk, Mean Cell Volume(MCV)+&
105.1 fL(AA FxA] 83~100), Mean Corpuscular
Hemoglobin(MCH)+= 35.6 pg/cell(AF &=
] 25~3p) 2 FRABT 2F =K Table 2).
28 AR Urobilinigen ++4.0 mg/dL A%
=93, Protein® +-10 mg/dL A& i}
E3 AAkst ohZ2ed (Computed tomography
scan of the abdomen, abdomen CT) : ZA}
A3} vubA] A Stelm, 7hde] SAldH
FAH A Gl A HYR 5] o A
g Azt A73E& HoH(Fig. 1).

1. Abdomen CT.
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A2 - HAE - s - B3

Astalet A= 109 AHE 179 A= B oAl A&ael e 7R £528 X2 6
FAEEE Fooiaa, A2 189 AE 219 d AHEH 20Y 2 19 13 Fo39
A7A| Fhe] AR Fojdlgith BE gk Az ZAzwe] F2E 329 FEES
AR ety 2 gbE el g S 2 FAEoR 3 HEUAS X8 1Y ARE 0d
A 39, 19 120 cc® AEIHom, 19 33, A 149 13] Fodsisiet. =3 At
nf A1 1A17F 5 E-4-81ek(Table 1). At Gelz AE FREAAEE A8 1Y AL
AA G EHE, AZ {5 AR o F 169 2H2E 219 A7HA] 19 13] Fef35}e]

Table 1. Composition of Herbal Decoction Prescribed during Hospitalization

Date Herbal medicine Herb
ay 1~ , = , T , , , I , HET , HE
Da§ 7~q Saenggangunbi-tang =g, o § Et 2g.g M 2 g.g FIK 3 g,g HE 3 gg : :
hn EREAT 4 g, TEARIN 4 g
, [~ 3 g &I . B . FAEE 3 g, AR , 2% 3 g,
Day 79 heibobyeotans 30" 'y 16 0’ 5 g 1 6, %680 1 . 4 g R 4
AR 2 g Wik 2g MR 2g
Day ’ ‘ PJ&%Z&& Bt 4 g, AUl 3 g, BREK 3 g Avfk% 3 g 2% 3 g, A 3 g,
l0~17  DBojungchiseub-tang %% 4 g 74t 2 g FHi 2 g
mIREE 3g
EF L ERN g BRI 3e BE 2 ANBdg WK 4 AL 4 g

55 Camisubitang %@%{43 Wk ) 3 5 i 2 e 2R 4 WA 3 g B D
28 o5 1 94 10¢ 2} A3t ZAARIA Folate W dd 3 =e A Vercoulenol] 93 7= 9lo
-r7‘]7} vrol 919l 13Y AHHE EY AI7EA Al o 2 0EeE FAFH g F34
AEAHA 1 tablets 3k g W T3l 2 AFH, 57] AAA 574 F 9]
12. 7 g9lod o FAH o, g9 A
1 ?‘é"—';”é"} DU 1Y Ak 9 64 AR 9 10¢ o FAHE }fﬁ T i A7t 255405
2k 49 179 A F 43] IuksEAAAH Complete =2 v2xe AEFHo FAE op)sly, T
blood cell count, CBC), &<}2}8t7AH Blood 7], AA A &5 FAaE on|stA =
chemistry, BC) & Aldstgly £xA4 W3} 4) Numerical rating scale(NRS) : NRS+= 3zt
£ ksl 7b 3ade FRAQ S F2 55 A=
2) B-5-253H Abdominal Ultrasound. US) : o AE L2 WAoE F2 (A
JA} %&97]7](General Electric Company, 10744 215 8xp7F A", 02 S
P5)E 5 MHz Convex Probe ol4-s] z+Aal UE Aol 102 A7) FE oFF A% F
ZA, ZF 949 7] W3}t 55 HE3 A o, 2 Zdd e 4 e &
3) 9|2 AFA CIS(Checklist Individual Strength) AL 1080 sle] 3]z, B gul ox Y=
o CISE MRS S AEAZE 199 of Wt 3xpe] FAA HrHE SAFA
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|, AL R| HEt

Vs AR A2 1Y AL 69 A 109 =) 179 A
of W= ASTY} 272, 74, 37, 36 U/LZ, ALT+=
131, 57, 37, 39 U/LE A23] &g ALP+
737, 532, 402 U/LE ZrAspetrt wpAqt ALl A} 385
U/LE A9 W2 38Eglen, GGTE 155,
730, 488, 300 mg/dIZ Abds] ZHAslol ot A
Wal 50~150 mg/dlZ 3]EFH A= ket Total
bilirubin 4 ZAl 145 mg/dlE A= AEEHN L
v, 23 69 AREE 037 mg/dlE Aol 4
A E=F AlElEE ddRA A A7) A ST

Total Cholesterol® 949 @Al 299 mg/dlE A
SHR o o AARL 69 Aol 207 me/dIE 3]
5o}t Triglyceride(TG) = U Al 650 mg/dl
07 =gtoy} A2 179 A= 83 me/dlE AAbo

X2 XIE 13

dutgd Al A RBC, Hb, Het 25 49 A
7k 3.15x10°/4l, 112 g/dl, 331%% &% 7HAs o
Aot 2= 69 el 72+ 250x10°/4l. 9.3 g/dl,
B7%=E © 7paste] Hs HANG oM, A5
1092 =l 7+ 2.63x10°/ul, 9.4 g/dl, 29.3%, = 179
Aol 2.94x10°/4l, 10.6 g/dl, 32.0%2 2 %7}
A5stdeh MCVE 949 24 1051 fLolM A&
64 =} 109 2+ 7 1108 fL, 1114 L2 A3t
o g 179 2} 1088 L2 sp7tstdeh. MCHE
A5 19 A 69 2 109 2} 179 Al 35.6, 35.9,
35.7, 36.1 pg/cellE AP A B} AF Ar=3)9T)

2% 69 A ZAAF A wlde] of3stEe] X8 109
2} 7 Aol Reticulocyte, Folate, Vitamin B125 F
7102 AARsleh 22 109z} Reticulocyte
7} 560%% AAEAQ 05~2%E BR 4ok
Vitamin B12= 467 pg/mLe]x AAMS 197~771
pg/mL Wlch o2t Folated] 7% 2.9 ng/mLE
A9l 3.9~26.8 ng/mLell Bl&l Wk Table 2).

%13 HDL. LDLZ e]&e] gl

Table 2. Changes in Blood Test

BC I-)ay 1 I-)ay 6 I-)ay 10 I-)ay 17
Albumin (3.5~5.2 g/dl) 3.6 30 1 33 3.8
AST (8~38 U/L) 272 1 41 37 36
ALT (4~44 U/L) 131 1 57 1 37 39
ALP (104~338 U/L) 737 1 532 1 402 1 385 1
GGT (50~150 mg/dD) 1555 1 730 1 488 1 300 1
Bilirubin-total (0.2~1.2 mg/dl) 145 1 0.37 0.28 0.32
Cholesterol total (0~220 mg/dl) 299 1 207 - -
TG (Triglyceride) (50~150 mg/dl) 650 1 - - 83
HDL-Cholesterol (40~150 mg/dl) 64 - - 89
LDL—Cholesterol_(55~155 mg/dl) 105.0 - - 106.4
CBC Day 1 Day 6 Day 10 Day 17
RBC (3.5~5.5x10°/u) 315 ) 259 | 2.63 | 294 |
Hemoglobin (11.5~15 g/dl) 1.2 | 93 | 94 | 106 |
Hematocrite (35~55 %) 31 287 | 293 | 320 |
MCV (83~100 fL) 105.1 1 1108 1 1114 1 1088 1
MCH (25~35 Pg) 356 1 39 1 3H.7 1 361 1
Other Day 1 Day 6 Day 10 Day 17
Reticulocyte 560 1 419 1
Folate 29 | 8.9
Vitamin B12 467

4438



2. 25 =20 9N

7k 449 558k 2N He dwlel st
A7+ A3 Fig. 2).

D Az 14 A

7o) 4o AshA7dE 13.02 emelaL, 7hat Al
e A wla gAdlM Ajt Azks Q‘ﬂ@
- s
9] st}

Day l{supercinferior diameter of right 1
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) N2 79 2
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Aol HlE $-3e stAst Aol wlwH A FHF
oy 43 347} sl

3) A& 209 =
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Day 20(supercinferior diameter of right lobe :

11.90 cm)

Fig. 2. Serial changes on ultrasonography (US).
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HUHEDTY S SUe 2D 7ie] SR T Bl

Q3L HY A 10802 Auk o)Ak zhastgdr). 4l
AA 5ol sgshs G5 FHLS 4 ZAle
E 13" 1, HY AlE 9"tk F71el slgst
2o 24 Y A 18"y, HY A 9"
olgleh. 4 Akt A3 4 Aol 107-
A B9 A 55" ez 51% ZHasteloh(Fig. 3).

60

50 -
40
==Fatigue severity
30 - Concentration
Motivation
20 - i
Physical activity
10 -
0

Day 1 Day 21

Fig. 3. Changes of CIS score.
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HYHNRS 1). I 232 Fopxl HZ {4 Folzt Ly
2 YEHNRS 3). A 4 ARG 7 ke A= 81 m Fatigue
‘_é‘gj\r;]__‘_]—l_ —3]_9\:}\1;]_ 6 1 e w Dizziness
ﬁ]i’ 012]341]2:—’ 'il!-']?‘ Eg‘ﬂ‘oﬂ T’H :l' NRS XgEﬂ 4 f;\bfoml.nai
=] . - . - - 2 i istension
W3k Fig, 4 AASAHElg 4. 849 A% kL
0 - : — ; .
g= o3} 2o (F
33 Bt ZEE]'(Flg' 5). Day 1 Day 7 Day14  Day21
Fig. 4. Changes of symptoms by numeral rating
score.
CheRgEal L Change of GGT
800
2000
Ly 1500
400 1000
200 500
o 0
Day 1 Day 6 Day 10 Day 17 Dant 1 Ray'6 Bay 10 Day 17
—ASTUA)  —ALT(U/) ALP(U/L) e/
RBC 2.63
o Hb 105
Hb 112 Hb o Resiailneyts 55 MCV 1088
MCV 105.1 MCV 110.8 Folate 2.9 Relt'culgcgte 419
AT MolarTx ‘ ‘ b il Folc acid —
start start tab 10m
o aloga0 | : AY Wl |
Saengganggunbi-tang Ikgibohyeol-tang | Bojungchiseub-tang
Day 1 Day 2 Day 6 Day 7 Day 10 Day 13Day 14 Day 17 Day 21
Fatigue 10 Fatigue 6 Fatigue 3 Fatigue 3
Dizziness 5 Dizziness 4 Dizziness 2 Dizziness 1
el Vergch A_bdom_mal o Abdominal ) Abdominal
A elentionr i distension 7 Pty SR B 'S‘;ﬁ'y‘i’:o‘za”“'e Distension 5
Day 6 Day 11 Day 16 t0 Day 21
CIs 107 2 Cls 55
5 ay 21 Il v
Rt lobe 13.02 cm Rt lobe 12.68 cm Rt lobe 11.90 crm
Fig. 5. Timeline of treatments and outcomes.
v, o d 28 Aot 221 Al AlgEt ddsietgdatell A} AST7}
ALTEY Aol Fx=8A 37, AST/ALT BlEo] 2
3e AR Ame A e 27 Qo oAIE, GOTAL B8 e AW S 3L
Z shtoln, 7HAw= Zhyzol = A zhAs S Ak, sl gxke) 7k o] wlolE
& oulggl obme 7paske AckelEw oA 2ol oJsf A=A Flshr] $18 anti-HCV,
oz $Fee gdslef Y FAel WA & atiHAV M HbsAg 5 A4 Aldsisiont
FEo) A3 AN BAL Avsigont g T SHNSEE 2H vhejrad o3 2
sal A7) Aol &AM o7 28 npyoT Fgo &2 AT 4 Asi=
o, 2 HA02 &5 ¢ A xEE3lTy 2edz WA e BAUS A 9L 57
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aF 24 FHd wHe] 13.02 emdeh 729 o 3] Awsted 718 A3}, A&, uldE A
TFollA AAA Gl wel 7He] F71E B HEE 719 ek
g, &9 3xel F2 AAALE A 2F A 69 2 dAPGAA GRAE 3002 7
9 AR AL HF 10.8320.86 emFt. WA A3k o)l ¥FE ZHAs o7 Qld) ko] A
Ao AAE TS W 92 o 7o HE 3, ot Ao g diRle] AAEHA A
A FAF 4 odsddh 7 AALS 2wz AR Fo] NG sttt 44 5Y
Azo g W5 Hom, = A v A Al 3= Fo] = 73 =Ale] &7 53] A}
=% dz7t S7HE s B4ek o AR ¢ A gt g R7)7h Alstay e, Mg
R, BA Fd A2 sl 2= AWt 9 SOET HFo| o Adz & Aoz A &
ol AR S8k ZHAE FEY] Afe] ofFA Hul BE52E A7) Y3 e HA 5E F
HAF ] AAH GAE Hrleh] oJHsie o 7P ez Adstea o, AFoR o A
2hr] B3 AR h3ae] S Ald)Ete] o W S 7iste] il A F4E 7o) 3 9, 7)Y
o] dEA el B8 A dEaodolA uio} Ak A Aelel Frtakoltt
ol Bls] 39 Aupgte] Algpslon xFA A2E V)5 35 2 ddF HEe] A9
0% 7t AAE A Fagd J2, 5 AT oA HE, W 123
e 4 GAeE Hb 112 g/diz A= B 59 34 d3kE Aoz APt A
g glslont, 4 69 2 Als AP T 718de] R 3l A IEFE 7 &
Hb 9.3 g/dIZ Wlde] oste it wety 29 & i, BE 5 SR Hol Aubyog $3he]
7ol = Falghr] s €AY, a A2 5 A okEE "ol mhebr RIS AdsE
= Falapgl ot ojAde] glof, FrtH oz A A d FF(EF Lld< e84 dd2 F7)8x
3, Al e AR AlEEisle. Y A el E Ok, LR3)S £459] A= Fsi, o
ol oz g =2 HAM} Macrocytic RBC & g A BRI, T E, RIAEEEE 2] 3l
7ol oy, T AT 442%%5 49 10Y o, ghxpe] B siubs hslA)7)7] S5 B3]
A} At AR A M WA} HETE 56%E S Ak IS, FRIETES &5l s AH E
7Hlon, AR 29 ng/mLE Bo| FAF i w e, CV13), Sk, CV12), A3F(Rik ST25)E
gtA Al Aoz Qg AdAERuds Al Adsldy, FXax A7) dapge] Aldsiadt,
o4& 4 ldioh ARAI R TE e Ar)-el & =3t A F ¢ 59 9A ¥EE X85 Hik
T2 AHE A A Ak e 59 o & [BHEIRS] w3l TR SPH I WA
F Foll EAIZE AA DA 5 gdE, 4329 B, PC6)ell APl shadeH,
A Aol bzt 54 28l oA E EA 7} AL FA 2715 ARl AST, ALT, GGT
2 5 QAL Ao] F A7) ookt AHH ol 5 $A7F wokor mak A AAbel| A Total
A AR 7150 "elA e A= ANA cholesterol, TG7} =8ke. 253}, CTAM= Alg
2yde] g 4 gl wels St 3 Azt 749 AAE gl weA 7)E
T S AFHEY REF kvt B3E 4 3% 9 ZH2HE NS S A EE S
UEF 39, w2 355 98 ks F535 AR oz Aubsisiet AzHR RS 7o] Alsls]
oot =3t 249 AAt F S x40 om <A1 QA 71 ko] ke Ao
7hiA $-505 44 69 AHE 20 2R ¢ UFE PSR ofEl At WA 7Y 5
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