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Molecular Characterization and Ontogenetic Expression Patterns of
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Recombination activating genes (RAGs) play a crucial role in initiating V(D)J recombination, which is essential for
developing adaptive immunity in vertebrates. In this study, we cloned and characterized RAG1/2 cDNA from the
marine medaka Oryzias dancena (OdRAG1/2) and investigated their mRNA expression patterns during ontogenetic
developmental stages. The OdRAG1 and OdRAG2 cDNA contained open reading frames (ORFs) encoding proteins
containing 1,078 and 531 amino acids, respectively. Multiple sequence alignment and phylogenetic analysis revealed
that OdRAG1 and OdRAG?2 are highly conserved with their corresponding orthologs, featuring distinct core and non-
core regions. Notably, expression analysis showed that, in contrast to other fish RAGs studied, OdRAG1/2 expression
peaked at 0 days post-hatching (DPH). Additionally, for the expression of T and B cell differentiation markers, CD3y
and CD20, also peaked at 0 DPH. Collectively, adaptive immunity in O. dancena potentially begins during embryonic
development, which is critical for V(D)J recombination and essential immune component development, suggesting
the early ontogenetic stage interactions between innate and adaptive immunity.
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o]7-9] MY A|A|(immune system)= 115 2551 B
dlo] QB ol glo} A o ASE U H Y (innate
immunity) % 2-3-H %(adaptive immunity) 8452 245}
3 glom, o5& 27t SR W T AT W
A0 72 Zhdofl thgt m&4 Q1 WY Rh3-S 4233t shA|ut of
O A& W2 HxT20 YAA XA 2] 9]ef H2E
E(poikilotherm)] 422 <l3te] gA|] &7 E|(reper-
toire) T}, 2132 A< (affinity maturation) & T eH2] 7]
2}(immunological memory)oil A3t 712 #uat ofyfe}
Z9] 73t 9l FA0] a5 HFFaol vl AdHo] &

A Qlth(Pasquier, 1982; Zapata et al., 2006; Buchmann et al.,
2024). ke, ol5ze] AETe] W o] HRiH2l i)
W] wkgo] vla) Ajal oz el A5t v EgH o
A lth(Magnaddttir, 2006; Dixon et al., 2016; Smith et
al,, 2019). o= theFet A AR EA sk A2 el
A Z27] vijobdig 9 A GAEE A Ash, o] A7) =
2 WAHS dhgof o2 o2 A&, Z)A| LAY 7] 4]
I 2|40 2 4Jo](adult fish)2F -2 H3H A 7|5
A A QAR QIgH -2 FAAYES] Z]o17]

ettt o] 2 QIS FAI A &AL T = A Q]
FA RS Q1R Yl o' 288 4= Qlrh(Ransangan
anin, 2010; Banerjee et al., 2014). w}2kA] o] F 7] 7}
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Azt ZASE A Krecombination activating  genes,
RAGS)? RAGIZH RAG2 EHi 4.2 H3552] BA|E 587
(B-cell receptor, BCR) E+= H Y= 253 (immunoglobulin,
Ig)x} TA|XE =8-A(T-cell receptor, TCR)E U3 3lel= 71
(variable, V), ThFA(diversity, D), ©]-(joining, J) 4A} &
Zl(gene segment)2 Auf Fsto] g =8A| 2 2 HE ] thef
Ao F23F 9k FoH( Zhang et al., 2012; Braams et al.,
2023; Chovatia et al., 2024). RAGs THil 2l of o]} &} =&
Al 52 e BEg-2 54 A2 A1 S A D(recombination
signal sequence, RSS)< ¢14]5}1aL, RSS9} 21743 V(D)) %
3} 2E 2o]o] DNA ©]% 7 Ark(double-stranded breaks)
© 2 7jA]FEtH(Shlyakhtenko et al., 2009; Schatz and Swan-
son, 2011). RSS&= EE4H 7 bp2] heptamer (CACAGTG) A]
&3} 9 bp2] AT-rich nonamer (ACAAAAACC), 12|31 T Ak
olo] V(D Az THolAl Heke §47 27be] et A
v g8 B A= 12/23 rule® 4] 2 12 bp £ 23 bp2] spac-
er o2 LA Eth(Tonegawa, 1983; Braams et al., 2023).
DNA7} ¢l= Arejof Al RAGIS & homodimer FE| 2 &
A5t RAG2+= monomer FEf = TR A A A] 952 3
g2 ZA3tckar B %9 chBailin et al., 1999). 423 24
2 93l DNA2F RAGI ¥ RAG2 E3H4+= 2711 9] heterodimer
arme 7F “Y A} e Q] heterotetrametric 22 A3}
(Bailin et al., 1999; Kim et al., 2015).

AR olRE EEHE T HEERIE RAGs 3
A7} ¥r8 F tH(Carlson et al., 1991; Greenhalgh et al., 1993;
Hansen, 1997; Willett et al., 1997; Peixoto et al., 2000; Zhang
etal.,2012). RAG13} RAG2+ TAH|3E 9 BA| X 274 &
oA &2 pelr FHE, g AU Al ZRF oAM=
A | 2] oo} o 5 3T HFFE0 AFHA AA I
o] o] uf-- 983} x| 7 & 43 F chLam et al., 2004; Hutten-
huis et al., 2005; Zhang et al., 2012; Lee et al., 2014; Braams et
al., 2023; Chovatia et al., 2024). ZL2]11 2}-3H A A 9] ]2
HAEY 22] RAGse O F7E Zf0l o] 27|71 & 1
LE]o] Qlo] HFF=9| NHH A A4S fIeh -8 A
2 A= = QltK(Greenhalgh and Steiner, 1995; de Camargo
and Nahum, 2005; Martin et al., 2023).

HiChsAN]=(Oryzias dancena)s 574 % 5(Beloniformes)
A1) K Adrianichthydae)ol| €3l HZo]F2A4, A%, 1]
QFat 9l WhZ et A] G Aol EAESEAL 7|4 i Heol| Al 46}
= FYA o] Folth(Roberts, 1998; Song et al., 2009; Cho et
al., 2010). O. dancena= | A5 4 Fejsta] o & QF-p0]

Fo| golalal, At 7|7} grot Y ndlEE= o] o] 85
1! QItH(Lim et al., 2012; Park, 2021). @A) O. dancenats .11

i)

gl 91 7 A 3R} SR, 2% 0. melastigma®)
Al A2 B B E o] glom, A4, AR, Vb W 1)
ofo] we) wrero] et B LA HEHA o} 2 Eo] o)
o] Z7] vjopdtAl 9 JhA A A E g A9t Hel 2 ek
I th(Song et al., 2009; Cho et al., 2010; Lim et al., 2012; Park
etal., 2016; Kim et al., 2018).

B A= O, dancena WA 2] 27] Wrdyof W3t o))
9 4 RE AF517] $15) RAG] % RAG2 $4A1E 54511,
BAAEIA 542 FEsIon, 271 AR BT o
£ RAGs®) mRNAS| Wl 548 2A5114} sholek. 2,
BAIZ 3ol 4] Wss BAIE nl79] CD20 9 THEZ
of skt o) ol =2l nbA 417491 CD3 ¥3Ae] 20H9)
3l CD3y9] 572 Whal QFAS v| w3k ch@vergérd et al.,
2009; Pavlasova and Mraz, 2020).
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b vlchEAbe| (Oryzias dancena) Z1o)= F-7 o
s Afell el palels e Al AlE Raolatola )
31 Q= AFolth A= 0.5% Y E(salinity) 2 sea salt
(Kent Marine, Acworth, GA, USA)E AM&-3to] ZA|519 2
] Aol 2 70-80%4 Shpshgict. AdAbet fEe
Z 180t (B A4 41.4 + 1.4 mm)2F =72 109}2](FHEA4,
403+4.0 mm)E =1 §2l522(30 x50 % 30 cm)o] =83}
o] AR £ 25+ I°CR SR 8hH A B27](14L:10D)2 24
she] 3= Sk, Akt A5 A e Bl (=, 180< 180
um)o] 2 E A7 g2 (A7 x Z10]=10x 10 cm)= &
A 2714, 78t Zfo] gl Aol & A ZIT o] Alre 2
710 Y &AL E (Ewha Oil & Fat Ind Co., Ltd., Busan, Korea)<}
v LE (Love Larva No. 3, Hayashikane Sangyo Co., Ltd.,
Yamaguchi, Japan)E &% 40 559%™ x| oj= vl
A& (Love Larva No. 1, Hayashikane Sangyo Co., Ltd.)E 1Y
23] F5Hlh

= s RMXHrecombination—activating genes,
RAGs) 2EY

HltkALE|(O. dancena)25-E] RAG1/2 cDNAE 224
st7] 9lsto] wl= AiAlE3sH HAlE|(National Center
for Biotechnology Information, NCBI) tfjo|gjH|o]29] O.
melastigma®] RAG1 (GenBank 5-EH35: XM _036212481)
7} RAG2 (GenBank 553 XM 024282441)%] 4714 <€
S Fxslo] 3-8 E&|(5-untranslated region, 5-UTR)
9} 3B AR (3-UTR) A 3dsl= ] PCR (poly-
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merase chain reaction) Zz}o|H(primersyE-2 A A5} ch
PCR& 91k Zeto|m59] 714 92 Table 10]] LrE it
Total RNA+= F-3} 3 4597 (45 days post hatching, DPH)2]
2] o] 8ul2] 2K Trizol Reagent (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA,
USA)& ol-&sto] AlAre] Aol wheba] &5t
23 RNAQ] Ao U A A EX-S NanoPhotometer® NPS0
(IMPLEN, Miinchen, Germany)< ©]-8-3}o] Z4%=H] 260
nm/280 nm ¥ 260 nm/230 nmE 45 o, F H|g 5%
7} 1.8 o]A9l AL ARE-5KITE ¥ A AKreverse transcription)
HES-2 total RNA 1 ug¥ TOPscript™ RT DryMIX kit (En-
zynomics, DaeJeon, Korea)S A-g&-5lo] A 2Ale] Pl of
e} sttt o HAL AHE9] first-strand cDNA+ Bt 5
S 108 84 & luLE PCR 2 WH8-9] o= AR
3t RAG1 9] PCR 5E HE3-2 nTaq (Mg?* Plus) kit (En-
zynomics, DaeJeon, Korea)S AME-5}10] 2|2 95°Cof|A] 287+
pre-denaturation A]71 &, 95°CoJlA 30z <} denaturation,
58°Coll A 30%7t annealing, 72°Col| A 3% 30 extension Wt
$-& 308 WHE5}9ick. RAG2+= nTag-HOT kit (Enzynomics,
DaeJeon, Korea)S ARE-510] 2|2 95°Col|A] 104 52t pre-de-
naturation A7l 2, 95°Col|A] 30%7} denaturation, 57 CoJ|A]
3027} annealing, 72°Col| A 2+ extension HH-8-2- 30 HHES
o] PCR £Z3}9ith Z23F PCR AFE-2 1% agarose gelo] A
7195 5 o $HAEe) 458 Biskn BAlstsc A
gk PCR S354HES AlzAke] A of whel TOPcloner™
TA vector (Enzynomics, DaeJeon, Korea)o] 4F¢Ist &, o] &
gt DHSoofl B8 412k519 colonyE vl a3t o] % 5+
k9= A 5714 2] colony=ofl s FHFCE A7 E
=48t tj3E cDNA A gS 2453 21, O. melastigma®)
RAGIRAG22] 9171423} |2 sHstsic

O. dancena RAG1 (OdRAG1T)2t OdRAG29| in
silco 24

OdRAG1 ¥ OdRAG2 cDNAZ] 7i1& sl&=E(open read-
ing frame, ORF)9] ofu|i=Ab A E2 ORF finder (https:/
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/orffinder/) T2 1S ARE-5}0] F4
slglom, Bxjek dl o] 23] 5747 (theoretical pl)}S Expasy
ProtParam Tool (https://web.expasy.org/protparam/)< ARE-3]
Ak ZRlE A7 E A ofu|iAbA o] FAMIS BLAST
(http://blast.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/Blast.cgi) Z=2 13- AR8-5}
AL, A ARl A2 T o] 91 CELLO v.2.5
(http://cello life.nctuedutw/) S ARESl] o &3HAtH(Yu
et al., 2006). THHAY =2l | x]+= InterProScan (https:/
www.ebi.ac.uk/interpro/search/sequence/) 2.2 4314t}
OdRAGI ¥ OdRAG2 ot Ak A Q2] th5: M A (mul-
tiple sequence alignment, MSA)-> Clustal Omega 3~ =213
(https://www.ebi.ac.uk/jdispatcher/msa/clustalo)2 AR5}

4=343}9] o1, AE4>(phylogenetic tree)= MEGA-X 42 E
ol(web site F= reference)S AMR-5}o] neighbor-joining
method= AR-5}o] 155191 21, 2| (node)] 412 %= H7}
= 18}l 1,000 bootstrap replications= A5} tHKumar et
al,, 2018).

THAE A=

n>

AlZH HZX PCR (RT-gPCR)

oM
1M oz

7 §72:59) mRNA W 9 9e 2Aks] Sl bk
AF](O. dancena) BijoFEHAY(embryonic development)aZ}- 7HA]
HFAl (ontogenetic development) T = o] 2] A8l A+ Ax}
£ arsto] dnj o g BASHHA Al RS A7 5F3ItH(Song
etal., 2009). 22} WY GAM Al mE2 A7) o] ot 22
FE =4 2]5(0 days post fertilization) 2 7 DPFoll&= 507H
9] wljolE, tigF £33} 215 (days post hatching, 0 DPH)H 4,
10, 16, 22, 4 42 DPHoll:= 20ut2] 4] A=8k2] 3ukE =35t
%ith. DPF 4 DPH A| 2= 7 shaekAlol| 4] 244171 o]fe] 5=
%@k A2 ©Ju]3ieh. Total RNA 3% % cDNA 342 94
I\ §04 2R BAT P ow Sasigon], B
g cDNA= B+t S575-2 108] 314 & 1 uLE RT-qPCR 5
= Wh3-0] 9 0= ARgSHYITh 4 HAH=2] RT-qPCR 4
P& 9 Zeto]mEL OdRAG! 2 OdRAG2 ¢DNA 7]
A ES vieko 2 A|ZE 9ok 712 0 2 HBA|E(pro-B cell)
B g3t BA| oA WEE = A 201l B AlE vhA /-4
Z}91 CD20 (GenBank 5-=H 3, XM _024258198)1} TA| 32 9]
S0l utA §747Q1 CD3 complex?] ATHA|Q1 CD3y
(GenBank 523, XM _036215050)'= NCBI GenBank DB
o A7 E< F=3te] RT-qPCR 32 913 Zefo|HE=
tjz}Ql3} S th(Jacobs et al., 1994; Tedder and Engel, 1994).
) gAASe) At B WS 18] AR 2 S
(reference geneyi= O. dancena 18S rRNA (GenBank 551
%, HM347347)2 A-8-519/T}. RT-qPCRS 98] AH&3t et
ol 52| A EA K= Table 10] Lrep it ARg-gE Zatolm
S0 52§ 2400] tfg o] 412 7} 4] 2:9] 3-log fold dilution
of| w2 FEARE-9] 9 A7k (cycle threshold)2] F&7 ) 3
234l fA1E Foto] AFoF3Ieh RT-qPCR 2712 271 95°C
o] A 1027} pre-denaturation, 95°Col|A] 102 denaturation,
61°Co| A 15% annealing, 72°Coll4] 10%7} extension HH3-
= 40HE 3l 7 AlR 39S RT-gPCR 53 RHg-
o] kel TGRS A wrTRe 20 0CTo] o
F235} 9 tH(Schmittgen and Livak, 2008). 17t Btk 20|
o] A $-214 AHZL Prism 8.0 (GraphPad Software, San
Diego, California, USA)S ARE510] QAL A (one-way
ANOVA)Z Tukey's multiple comparison A}3-E-4](Post-hoc
analysis)= =35F%1 0™, P<0.05¢1 Fto] SAH = {-ou]
A0 Pslen. BAGAAE] iAol waTe 3
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(mean) + 35 2 *(standard error, SE)& UEFY AT}

2 o

HICESARRI(O. dancena) RAGT (OdRAGT) cDNA
REIEIE

Z29 % OdRAG] cDNAE 3,681 bp2] G7|AH= 3,237
bp (F43= TGAZSH2] ORFE Z3tskaL glglorn, &4t
¥ 9 theoretical pI7} 212} 120.8 kDa %! 8.1421 1,078719]
ofr|izthaa) &2 o] Fol 7l TS T atstal QU rh(Fig.
1A). A2 Y §A]+= l(reliability index 4.208)2.2 CELLO
v.2.50] 9J3) o] == 9ic}. NCBI GenBank DB2] BLAST £
4727}, 0dRAG1 o} TH 2§ 2& thopet 7 2ol it & 4t
TS HYow, 7MY w2 AHsAS O. melastigma RAGI
(OmRAG1)Z 99.35% (E-value=0, query coverage=100%)2]
543E e gich B3 OdRAGY} FEHO) 78 Z3sh=
355 8%2 RAGI ©Hld MSA 21}, OdRAGI AT
ul 2 (full-length protein)®] A G2 Q1ZH Homo sapiens), T3
2(Mus musculus), $(Gallus gallus) ZVZ} 58.9, 58.8, 58.4%
9] AEdE Bolon, e 4E 23ske dEolwE0l
sl 76.3%cl1 4 85.2% 1] 358 HIATHFig. 1B). &
]S %, RAG] T2 2] N-terminal non-core region®] AF
FAE 34.0%004 74.3%2] WL HLE HloH, o] core
region®] 74.4%0l 4] 92.2%°] §l $]H T} Ad] W2 4=20] A
574 UERgiek

InterProScan T=H|Ql o= % MSA Z¥E vigozr
OdRAG12] ¢hlzl A9S N-terminal non-core (Met'—
GIn*®), core (Thr*"-Ala'%%) 2 short C-terminal non-core

Table 1. List of oligonucleotide primers used in this study

e - P

(His"™*—Leu"") region2] 3550 2 G244 F]of QI ATHFig. 1).
M N-terminal non-core region= RAGI importin-binding
domain (Pro'*-Leu’”), zinc finger RING (really interesting
new gene)-type signature (*CGHLFCRSCP®)E (3lsl=
zinc finger RING-type domain (Cys*"'-Asn*")1} zinc finger
RAGI-type domain (Leu’—Asn*)o2 oZEAth(Fig.
1A). Zinc finger RING-type =912 o} A% motifs 223}
5lar 9J 2, RAG1 2] homodimer A4 ¢3l 8511, zinc
finger RAG1-type domain-2 autoubiquitylation ¥ T} il
AE0] HEYPS 9|3t E3 ubiquitin ligase &S 31, V(D)J
A z3E ZAlo| atEcka &4 th(Rodgers et al., 1996;
Jones and Gellert, 2003; Yurchenko et al., 2003). Core region
2 nonamer RSS¢} 23S 9J3t RAG nonamer-binding do-
main (NBD, Gly**-GIn*%) 1} | %3¢} &4ds}o] 7152 ) ¢t
#91 RAG1 9] recombinase domain (Asp*!'-Ala®%)2 X5}
% th(Schatz and Swanson, 2011). Q17H(H. sapiens) HSRAG1
©}e] MSA 235 v o2 953 OdRAGI-S NBD 9] 5
7142l dimerization and DNA-binding domain (DDBD,
Gly*®’—Phe’*), central domain (Asn***-11e’?), C-terminal do-
main (CTD, Trp”-Ala*®)o] 2FA ¢t} K714 S 2 central
domain¥} CTD Afo]of %]+ zinc binding domain (ZBD,
Ala™1e”)& RAG2¢} 4% 285k F7119] ot A
o}< sz3kala1 9)QITh(Fig. 1B) (Aidinis et al., 2000; Gwyn et
al., 2009). DDBD+= DNA Z3}9] o3 =85}, & o=
RAG13} homodimerizations $J3+ domaing 2-8-3th(Villa
and Notarangelo, 2019; Christie et al., 2022). Central domain
2- single strand DNA (ssDNA)E A s}al heptamer RSS-S
01215}l A S A8-51= motif5-2 3351l QTH Arbuckle et

Primer name Sequence (5-3) Usage

OdRAG1-FW CGCCAGCTGACACTGAAAAA

OdRAG1-RV GTCATGCCCTTGCAACACAA )
cDNA cloning

OdRAG2-FW ATCCCACAACTGCCTGTGAG

OdRAG2-RV CAGGCAAGAAATACACAGAAGA

OdRAG1-gFW GTGTTTGGCTATCCGGGTCA

OdRAG1-qRV GAGAGTGTGVAAGGGCTGAAAG

OdRAG2-qgFW CTTCTGTCTGGATCGCGGAG

OdRAG2-qRV CCTTCATGGGTGTGCGTTTC

OmCD20-gFW CCTTCTGACATGTTCTGCAAAAGC RT-GPCR

OmCD20-qRV GGTTTCTGAAGCACTTGCGG

OmCD3-gFW CGACGCTTCATCAGCAGACTC

OmCD3-qRV TCAGAACCAGAGTCGCAGTGG

Od18SRNA-gFW GATCTCGGGATCGAGCTG

0d18SRNA-GRV

CTCATTCCAATTACAGGGCCTC




B

0.
0.
0.

D.

0.

o.

o.

EEROLmOOD

EEOD MO0

HeA12) 9 RAG12 54

C-terminal non-core

1 N-terminal non-core region 406 Core region 1,038|1,078
I T T 1
RAG1 importin-binding  RING-typ®AG1-typeNBD
112 309 311350 3701 419 486 1,078aa
(f A T S I ) ]
PN - - ]
RING-type signaturé? RAGH1, recombinase 1,059
487 544 554 792 1009
DDBD Central domain 753 995
ZDB

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus
musculus
sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus
musculus
sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus
musculus
sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus
musculus
sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus
musculus
sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus
musculus
sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus

. musculus

sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus

. musculus

sapiens

dancena
mykiss
niloticus
olivaceus
rerio
gallus
musculus
sapiens

-MMEEELEMDGPRSYMPAELHHPQPKYSQWKLKLFRVRSMEKAPMPSEIQPEKEVSLESSPIAAPKIDLD -—
MEKGRWSSEDAPRASMPDELSHP--KFSEWKFKLFRVRSMEKAPVQONETPVEKENQPELAM-———————— E—

--MAASLPSTLSFSSAPDEIQHPQIKFSEWKFKLFRVRSFEKAPEEAQKEK -DSSEGKPYLEQSPVVPEK:
--MAASFPPTLGLSSAPDEIQHPHIKFSEWKFKLFRVRSFEKTPEEAQKEKKDSFEGKPSLEQSPAVLDK —ADGQKPVPTQPLLKAH-P- KFSKKFHDNEKARGKATHQANLRHLCRICGNSFRA

I R T - * Ky oakkgkx g

V-KGPVHEVHGKLEETSKCALRKMGCKFTSWPQIILSVFKVDVTEDAESIHPLFFCHRCCMVAIRGGG —
A-KGPEHEVQGLLDEASMSALRRMGCKATSWPEVILKVFKVDVAGDMEVVHPPFFCORCWTLAMRGGG —
V-KGPVHDVHGDLDEVSKCALRKMGCKFPSWPEVILKVFKVDVTEDTESVHPLSFCHRCWMVAIRGGG — VCSFTRTRVPEWKPHSSLCHLCYPKKTSFQRTGRKRRKVIPRAQSLAKRTRWDC -DAT
V-KGPVHDVHSDLEEESKGVLROMGCKFTSWPEVILKVFKVDVTEDTESVHPLSFCHRCWTAAIRGGG — FCCFSKTRVPEWKPHSSLCHLCSPKKCSFQRTGRKRRKTTPRVQSLAKRSRWEHVDNT
A-KGPSHEVQGVLEESSRCALRRMGCKLVTWPEVILKVFKVDVTTDMETVHPSLFCHRCWTAAIRGGG -—--FCSFTNTRIPDWKPHTSQCNLCFPKKSSFQRVGKKRTKPLKSAHILPKRFRRDSSE SS
DCYKRTHPVHGPVDDETLWLLRKKEKKATSWPDLIAKVFKIDVRGDVDT IHPTRFCHNCWSITHRKFSNTPCEVYFPRNSTMEWQPHSANCEVCHTPSRGV ————— KRKSQPPNVQH-GKRVKI-—----—
DGHSRRYPVHGPVDAKTQSLFRKKEKRVTSWPDLIARIFRIDVKADVDSIHPTEFCHDCWS IMHRKFSSSHSQVYFPRKVTVEWHPHTPSCDICFTAHRGL — KRKRHQPNVQL - SKKLKT—
DEHNRRYPVHGPVDGKTLGLLRKKEKRATSWPDLIAKVFRIDVKADVDSIHPTEFCHNCWS IMHRKFSSAPCEVYFPRNVTMEWHPHTPSCDICNTARRGL — KRKSLQPNLQL-SKKLKT-

s, ot: cxs © akkpak kiR k ok p kk KKy * * Kpkky k% *k . *y

VCSFTRTKIPEWKPHSSHCHLCYPKKISFQRTGRKRRKVIPRAQSLAKRSRWDHSD SV
FCSFSRTHVPGWRPHTTLCLLCHPKKPSLORRGRKRRKPTRGAQHLAKRTKWDLODNA

S-LEK-KGLSQYGER-QGPVLRAWRKAGLQREQWVRSITHCQKEHLSTKLISEKLPVDFIISLTCLVCGHLLCDPVQSPCGHLFCRSCIMKLTHVLGPHCPACNFSCTPDDLIPPPKTFLSALHPLLLLC
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Fig. 1. Schematic representation depicting the predicted domain architecture of OdRAGI protein in marine medaka Oryzias dancena (A).
Multiple sequence alignment of OdRAGI protein with RAG1 from other species (B).
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Fig. 2. Schematic representation depicting the predicted domain architecture of OdRAG?2 protein in marine medaka Oryzias dancena (A).
Multiple sequence alignment of OdRAG2 protein with RAG2 from other species (B).
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cal pl&= 5.622 9 =5l o™, OdRAG1 Y} ul2k71R| &2 S (re-
liability index 3.987)0] FFA 21 AW A= | Z= Sl
OdRAG2+ O. melasigmaRAG2 (OmRAG2)2}99.25%= 7}
7} =2 A5 A(E-value=0, query coverage=100%)2 E3itt.
MSA A3}, OdRAG2 2] A2 A E-2 50.9%FF 86.1%
o] AF=AS Q17K H. sapiens)i} 1+ €l elu] oK Oreochromis
niloticus)°| A 2.t OdRAG2+E OdRAG11} 2] core re-
gion?} C-terminal non-core region®] 454 W7 A< A}
ojubA] grom, AA A A D A5 FAksHA Yk
th(Fig. 2B). OdRAG22] ou|iAl A E-L galactose oxidase/
kelch, beta-propeller(Ser®*-Ser’??) & X $15l+= RAG2 domain
(Lys*'-Glu***)2} RAG2 plant homeodomain (PHD) (Gly*'’-
Pro*3)o] InterProScan 213 0 & o =E| it} MSA A1,
OdRAG13} A OdRAG2+= core region (Met'-GIn®>?)
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O. dancena
t80 O. melastigma (XP_036068374) Adrianichthyidae
O. latipes (XP_023811703.1)
X. hellerii (XP_032434705.1)
Wul X. couchianus (XP_027884955.1) Poeciliidae
X. maculatus (XP_005802328.1)
A. centrarchus (XP_030588039.1)
O. niloticus (AWM61981.1) Cichlidae
O. aureus (XP_031613829.1)
A. ocellatus (XP_031720250.1) | Anarhichadidae | .—
G. aculeatus (XP_040019505.1) | Gasterosteidae 2
P. olivaceus (AIK29461) | Paralichthyidae §
T. rubripes (AAD20561.1) 8—
t661 T. bimaculatus (TNN00572.1) Tetraodontidae <
T. flavidus (XP_056908814.1) ©
L. incognitus (XP_056138397.1) Lampridae <
O. mykiss (NP_001118209.1)
o S. trutta (XP_029614572.1) Salmonidae
S. salar (XP_013980581.1)
D. rerio (NP_571464.1) | Danionidae
A. melas (KAF4081248.1)
oo 1. punctatus (XP_017340080.1) Ictaluridae
I. furcatus (XP_053498325.1)
P. senegalus (XP_039595773.1) | Polypteridae »
P. spathula (XP_041074253.1) | Polyodontidae °>{
C. leucas (AAB17267.1) | Carcharhinidae | £
S. canicula (XP_038664184.1) | Scyliorhinidae ﬁ
.wl—ﬂ,,i C. punctatum (GCC26421.1) | Hemiscyllidae é
H. ocellatum (XP_060694647.1) S
L. chalumnae (XP_005987022.1) | Coelacanthidae 6
P. annectens (XP_043941410.1) | Protopteridae
R. temporaria (XP_040184008.1)
B. bufo (XP_040266331.1) Amphibia
A. davidianus (AWS00967.1)
C. canorus (XP_009555863.1) S
EA. apus (XP_051477053.1) Aves Il
G. gallus (NP_001026359.2) g
D. coriacea (XP_038262010.1) 8
A. mississippiensis (XP_006275997.1) Reptillia s
Z. vivipara (XP_034961484.2) n
C. lupus familiaris (XP_038279430.1)
M. musculus (NP_033045.2)
S. scrofa (NP_001116656.1) Mammalia
M. mulatta (XP_014969952.2)
H. sapiens (NP_001364206.1)

Fig. 3. Phylogenetic tree depicting the evolutionary relationship of OdJRAG1 protein with its orthologs from other species in the jawed
vertebrate linage. The tree was constructed by neighbor-joining method. Numbers at each branch indicated the percentage bootstrap values

on 1,000 replicates.

¢} C-terminal non-core region (Thr’*-Phe™!)Q] F= x| Qo2
AMEEIth OdRAG29] core region six-Kelch-like motif
=2 &A= six-bladed B-propeller® 4% o] 9o, o]= &
£7¢1 DNA At 9 RAG1#e] 23S I8t 7]50] Hily]
o] Qltk(Aidinis et al., 2000; Callebaut and Mornon, 1998).
C-terminal non-core region F7HA] 8 4144 Q421 acidic
hinge (Thr’>-Glu*®)¢} d|=%H PHDZ 1A% o] QA th(Fig.
2). RAG29] acidic hinge= %2 H]-&-9] acidic residueZ 74
=], core region¥} PHD Afo] 9] A2 (A4S A|&-stal PHD
= HE3bE 5]2E(H3K4me3)ol| A 53] A} Fo2kg-
sh F7HA] g Q4 B V(D) A2 B4 - of degt
o] H1% 31 Qlthi(Matthews et al., 2007; Coussens et al., 2013;
Teng et al., 2015).

M

—

A&

OdRAGI ¥ OdRAG29} t}& #F5-= ortholog 5o
A} X3t BAE B7ksh7] el ¢1Zo)F(Chondrichthyes),
£-7]0]F(Sarcopterygii), Z7]°]F(Actinopterygii) > 25
437§2] RAGI % 417§¢] RAG2 ortholog=2] A Al 2l o
0)1AF A GS NI HH 0 2 AlE2s ErE 133519t RAGI
Y} RAG2 Thd 258 228 AlE2 914 +-2(topology)
= =2 AR A EE Yehle, dubd o2 o3l {9k
E(jawed vertebrates)2] E5512] H 719} A#|5HAct (Fig. 3,
Fig. 4). RAG17} RAG2 Tl 42 ¢l 2o} 29} 35 2 Ak com-
mon ancestor)= 7HA|= 25=2 @Al ETH(monophyletic
clade)E /g8l Sllom, 27|o|Fe} K70l F= At
(sister clade) ©-= g 2}5] 4| ¢let. o]of whe} OdRAGs= %

HI
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O. dancena Ad hivid
{ . melastigma (XP_024138209.1) rianichthyidae
L 0. atives (XP_004069774.1)
X. hellerii (XP_032435229.1)
4"’:&\— X. couchianus (XP_027886360.1) Poeciliidae
) X. maculatus (XP_005802298.1)
O. aureus (XP_031613820.1)
O. niloticus (AWM61982.1) Cichlidae
A. centrarchus (XP_030588096.1) =
> A. ocellatus (XP_031722302.1) | Anarhichadidae ?
G. aculeatus (XP_040019507.1) | Gasterosteidae Qo
P. olivaceus (AIK29462.1) | Paralichthyidae 8-
T. rubripes (AAD20562.1) . =
. L 7 Havitus (XP_056908814.1) Tetraodontidae | 33
L. incognitus (XP_056138396.1) Lampridae <
O. mykiss (AAB18138)
S. namaycush (XP_038873637.1) Salmonidae
S. trutta (XP_029614574.1)
D. rerio (AAI15250.1) | Danionidae
4’*" — I. punctatus (XP_053541630.1) | Ictaluridae
L— . furcatus (XP_053497354.1)
P. senegalus (XP_039595984.1) | Polypteridae »
P. spathula (XP_041074253.1) | Polyodontidae o
C. plumbeus (AAO17060.1) | Carcharhinidae <
ol S. canicula (XP_038664189.1) | scyliorhinidae S
| —— C. plagiosum (XP_043562300.1) o 5
L— H. ocellatum (XP_060694568.1) Hemiscyllidae | =
L. chalumnae (XP_005986966.1) Coelacanthidae c
P. annectens (XP_043941396.1) | Protopteridae o
Ao T R. temporaria (XP_040184004.1)
L B. bufo (XP_040266274.1) Amphibia
A. davidianus (AWS00968.1)
Z. vivipara (XP_034971977.2) S
A. mississippiensis (XP_019332747.1) Reptillia >
D. coriacea (XP_038262851.1) %)_
G. gallus (NP_001291986.1) 19
C. canorus (XP_009555867.1) Aves 1<
A. apus (XP_051477465.1) 3
————— M. musculus (AAl44857)
C. lupus familiaris (XP_038280005.1)
S. scrofa (NP_001121953) Mammalia
M. mulatta (AFH33437)
H. sapiens (NP_000527.2)

Fig. 4. Phylogenetic tree depicting the evolutionary relationship of OdJRAG2 protein with its orthologs from other species in the jawed
vertebrate linage. The tree was constructed by neighbor-joining method. Numbers at each branch indicated the percentage bootstrap values

on 1,000 replicates.

Al2] 2K Adrianichthyidae) ©]52] RAGs2} U4 3F A eh-S o] &
I U E3HOJRAGs= R13H4 0 & AP 2] o] 74l &
HE|F 2T (Polypteridae) 2 3228 7HAFo] ¥ Polyodontidae)
2 o013 Hthclade)tt 270159 71912 Fhsha 919)
o, OdRAGs= thE 27|05 RAGs=°| Hl8f Adtia ez
2| 2of] E3leles HolFqlet kAt RAGISF RAG29)
Aol BlaLef A clade®] 9122} bootstrap, 4|(node) 2] <=
Aok dol7} et T2 e E H9l o, o= RAG1Z RAG2
7} X8k arel §-4 2 Wo] Aol Aol 7} QS A ARt

JHA e S0 2 OdRAGT, OdRAG2, CD3y
% CD20 ¢4z} ird Z =2l

DPH 390 fate] 35} ol e 7o) §oaleton)
A wlo] Fol & AlZkskeiTt. vljol 9 7H A ol whE 2§
Wefo) ke 4|72 2AF}7] S1a) Hjob et BhAl(embryonic
development, 0, 7 DPF)&} o] 4 X oThA|(ontogenetic de-

velopment, 0, 4,10, 16, 22, 42 DPH)*|| 3l|d3l+= < 871 T
O] FAA e S 24 8H T

BE RS Hjo} Wd(embryonic development) THA|
of 7F¢ W& mRNA 'I&l& vpebi o m, 8.3} 213(11 DPF: 0
DPH)°] sfjorahAy e 2 ek OdRAG1-S F 224, OdRAG2=
oF 58H|], CD3y+= F 234}, CD20-2 oF 404] mRNA 2 o]
43| 7k thFig. 5). ©] & OdRAG12] mRNA 2 F
2 4 DPHo|| 0 DPH}.t} ¢F 2 5uj 4 = 7+4:3819] 2.1, 42 DPH
o= sjot W A =E71A] 483l th(Fig. 5A). OdRAG2
+ OdRAG1H= H=7) 22 DPH7HA| 21 I gfo] Ak 4=
Foz [FAsIH7E 42 DPHO| frashs S HAtkFig.
5B). CD3y9] & ael-2 Ato] 9 ZJo] it of whs #3st
7} A9 ¢13ltkFig. 5C). ¥Hd CD20-2 0 DPH Rt} 4 DPHO A
mRNA I gFo] 2. 98] Zhaxet 2 thA] F71sk7] AlZkske] 16
DPHOll:= 0 DPHR.th oF 138} 32 WawS Helet o] &
F2 NA7E 37l whet thA] Zhaxstr] Al2ksto] 42 DPHO
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bc
bc
[:E‘ bc g
1 {i:w {:fw [j:]
DPF 0 21 27 33 53
DPH 0 4 10 16 22 42

©) 30

bc
bc

o LT [y 1 1 1 1 1 1

Relativeexpression (CD3y/18S rRNA)

DPF o 7 1 15 21 27 33 53
DPH 0 4 10 16 22 42

(B) &

60 -

ab

w0 - ab ab ab

bc

20

Relative expression (RAG2/18S rRNA)

DPF 0 7 1 15 21 27 33 53
DPH 0 4 10 16 22 42
(D) 50

40 |

30 -

20

10

Relativeexpression (CD20/18S rRNA)

0

DPF 0o 7 11 15 21 27 33 53
DPH 0 4 10 16 22 42

Fig. 5. Expression analysis of OdRAGI (A), OdRAG2 (B), CD3y (C), and CD20 (D) mRNA during embryonic and ontogenetic develop-
ments of marine medaka Oryzias dancena. Mean + standard error (n=3) are shown. Means denoted by different letters (a, b, ¢, d) at the top
of the bars indicate statistically significant differences (P<0.05) between development stages determined by one-way ANOVA followed by

Tukey’s multiple comparison test.

4 DPHS} A iFa4=227kA] Zh4381 3 ch(Fig. 5D).

oo
o} 7] A5 W2 tE L5 AF =Y R = T
A2 9 BAIZo] 93] mifEc). THIZ 9 BAIZS] & &
A|(antigen receptor) < TCR % BCR &= 2H]|E [g o]&
= Yodlohs S53 FEjo A= el vE AR EEe
V(D)J A& (recombination)o|2k= T4 0 2 A Hct, o]
3 V(D) A2 224 0 & TCR 2 BCR (F= Ig)e] thof

ot Y H E ] Ao & o]o] x| RAG1/2 T Zof| oa 7HA|H
tH(Boehm and Swann, 2014). 2} RAG1/2 F-4 A= 45
He 752 fgh 29l WY A 52 immune-related
gene)o|H, W2 =2 AFHY WP AA A+E gt A
#2 ARE-FcH(Greenhalgh et al., 1993; Willett et al., 1997;
Peixoto et al., 2000; Zhang et al., 2012; Braams et al., 2023;
Chovatia et al., 2024). & == Hich5:AR](O. dancena)®] 4
Y AA g Aol A5 FAAE 7HEEl= OdRAG] 2
OdRAG2E 23k BA2 B4 Fgsigon, 22
% OdRA 17} OdRAG2 F4=}e} F7k4 o &2 CD20 2 CD3y
AR A P AlTE A bl whE kel WA A A
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(ontogenetic stage)ol| w2t H 715 T}

OdRAG! a2 A ¥-2 N-terminal non-core, core 2 short
C-terminal non-core region®] -4 =™, OdRAG2+= core 2
C-terminal non-core region®. &2 G144 o] MSA ¥ =<l o
2472 Seyth £33 MSA 2 A%4 2427 OdRAG]
7} OdRAG2 Tl o] A ofn|ieit S S7]0)F, d=
0|5, 7d=017+<] RAG orthologE2] ofv| it A 3k X135+
o7 & HELo] glon 2 Afs/de Boltk(Fig. 1-Fig. 4).
£73], MSA94 RAG1¢] core region} RAG29] core & C-
terminal non-core region= 2 3%5-=2] orthologs Ake]o]
$ & oolidl A2 AHEAS Bk SRR, Fu1EAE
RAG19] N-terminal non-core region>- AT 2] 0 2 1O A=
S Bk RAG1/29] core region recombinase domain
£ SR VDN AT B4l /)54 B9l Wed ofn
< 485}, non-core region RAG1/29] £H43H 2-A](full
activity) S 915 24 Aol S el 2% 2ick(Schatz
and Swanson, 2011; Christie et al., 2022; Braams et al., 2023).
RAG19] 7154 9|4 N-terminal non-core truncated 2
mutant RAG17} off-target effect7} 71811 A 23 &84
2 A ol st Aat Belon, o]2et Aik= N-
terminal non-core region®| nucleolar localization, RSS%14],
RAG 2t 94, #2042 2go)A the wh
of AEAgo] S0 oS SR AAISHATh Talukder
etal., 2004; Gigi et al., 2014; Kim et al., 2015). £&4 0.2 o]
23 A= A el R o) vheHAd, 18k A4, w7
ol 1 Z2 15 AFFEolA Uehes Ao 540
o] Foll A AR 7H= HelE 5 2HA] 8.¢1°] RAG19]
N-terminal non-core region®] +34] z}o]of Al 7]1g 4= Q]
o= AR

A5 o] WA 7] 9of| 7[Rk & o 7 MALS AR 7HA]
A o2 913t A nbAQl W 0 & Q1A &AL §lrH(Adams,
2019; Du et al., 2022; Mondal and Thomas, 2022). 3}-Z]9t, ¢

[e]

= SRt AE dlolE 9 A HIF RETH Aot
o|H19] ATEL WA O 2 of ol 2] RAGI/2UHE &
ujoFEk Al (embryonic development) THA| O+ o} w2 Hby
LS molci7} A} Z7ks}e] 4788 (peak expression)S
UeRl 3, % So|d o Wl fzo] AT EIF A E
= AR s FEE Eh O. dancena®] oA T
(0 ¥ 7 DPF)of| A OdRAG1/2 mRNA+= ujj-§- Lo =20 vl
S ZolstSit. o] st Auk= ol s 3| Prerophyllum sclare),
ydgetn| ol O. niloticus), B s-5(Lutjanus sanguineus)2]
a2 i sfjop AT A ol A RAG127} & E = At
U2|5}H 0™, o= RAG1/2 ZAARA| 7} o] Foll A A (ma-
ternal transfer) 2 = 3132 AASHH(Fig. 4A, Fig. 4B) (Lee
et al., 2004; Zhang et al., 2012; Sushila et al., 2020; Chovatia
etal., 2024). SFAE ) F2E9] o] F RAG1/2 mRNA S| 49t
o] et g T A YolBES S Afo] 2 =
= x]o] A oA Rol=A} t 24 S5 OdRAG1/2 mRNA
+ #2H]5(11 DPF, 0 DPH) 74 7432 LFeh Slth(Fig. 4A,
Fig. 4B, Table 2). 3tH, WA LT EL E3}7] ch(cluster of dif-
ferentiation, CD)o|2}al S2]= Tiid BA=S Wads, o]
2 54 WY Al ZRF 9 Y Ee 243 DA whet
Qpipo] wet wlelN| =g Aela wol o] te 248 9
St A 22 AMESITH(Suetake et al., 2006; Tian et al., 2022). ©]
F CD3 &34 &= 2719] CD3e, 1719] Z} CD3y W CD38=
Ao} gl o, m|Al<s TA|3E(immature T cell)}E] A< TA)|
E(mature T cell)ol| A 0] 27]714] W& uHgl w915 Lehiick
Park et al., 2001; Suetake et al., 2006; Liu et al., 2008; Qin et
al., 2021). CD20°] thgh He3t 752 oF2] 9] A IA| ¢hA|
Wk, ABA|E(pro-B cell)2} /<5 BA2Z(mature B cell)of| A wF
FHEHth(Kozlova et al., 2020; Pavlasova and Mraz, 2020). O.
dancena®] CD3y9] W& 312 3o el vepd &

Table 2. Comparison of the expression patterns of RAG1 or RAG2 mRNA in marine medaka Oryzias dancena and other fish species with
their hatching time, complete, the completely absorption of egg yolk, and the start of juvenile stage

Species Peak expression (DPH?)  Hatching (DPF®)  Adsorption of yolk sac (DPH) Family
Oryzias dancena RAG1/2 (0) 1 4 Beloniformes
Danio rerio RAG1 (15-16) 1.16-2.2 7 .
Cypriniformes
catla catla RAG1 (54) 0.5 3
Paralichthys olivaceus RAG1 (50) 2.08-2.5 5 Pleuronectiformes
Oreochromis niloticus RAG1/2 (24) 5 5 o
Cichliformes
Pterophyllum scalare RAG2 (27) 3 3
Melanogrammus aeglefinus RAG1 (22) 1 16 Gadiformes
Epinephelus akaara RAG1 (80) 2 3.5 Perciformes
Latris lineata RAG1 (80) 7-8 4 Centrarchiformes

“DPH, Day post hatching. "DPF, Day post fertilization.
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=
jug)
=

F23 A4S Hol= OdRAG129] W3 AT} FU3H 1
CD20-> #3124 %(0 DPH)9} 16 DPHo|| 3ol Al =2
o] UepH o, 16 DPHO| A Xt FAddS X ¢lck(Fig. 4C
Fig. 4D). ¢4 0.2 o]t A5 O. dancena®] -1 <
= 913 TCR % BCRE| V(D)J #7304 A 232 =& TH 22
BA| 28] 2317} e A A of| A 23S LrEbl o, o] = ok
= o2 o] {Fob= = O. dancena® A A 02 Q& 7]7He)
HEA I At o] QLS AIQFSHAITE, et HlAUS
= oAl = e A o ohefet 'AsHA, EAESH A
7+ B a5ttt

HiChEAR](O. dancena)~= 52 *]=(Beloniformes) <:Al2]
TH(Adrianichthyidae)ol] 43l= o 72 2| x| Cyprinus dan-
cena = Haphochilus melastigma= g8 %]t} o]% 7]
ol A A8t= Oryzias = tall O. melastigma= ™87 %]
o] ARE-E|t}7HIwamatsu et al., 1985; Naruse, 1996), 1998
of Fe| 4 S v SR O. dancena= M5 HE = 3L
tHRoberts, 1998). 3}A|Wk, 014 2] O. melastigma®} O. dan-
cena®] A =2j0] el Ao A] dorsal-fin rays, anal-fin rays,
pelvic-fin rays Ei= 2| =2fu] Fej ] oF7ko] Zjoof sl =
25k Qlti(Magtoon and Termvidchakorn, 2009). o]25 &
A7A 7)o A ASh= Oryzias €9 2353 2734 914
EREEEEEEE FERPEE P EEEEL SRE
AAES ST A4 WU SRS A8 ER A 2
o4 At=0] asith Aok A 7HA] nEZE ol F-
A4 ™ RAG13 RAG2+= “perfect orthologs™= Al 2yt
A At g Aol St A2 SR E L eH, AR ok
ek E=of| tiet A-+7} 31 916HA 2-8-5] 21K Groth and Bar-
rowclough, 1999; Murphy et al., 2001; Pereira et al., 2002).
OdRAG13} OdRAG29] A4l A O. dancena®} O. melas-
tigma= O. latipes2} 7] 1002] bootstrap #F2. 2 Al53oH4 &
A7 =& AR eES 7HA AL Qlnk. Al Al Uzl O.
dancena®} O. melastigma?}t2] G747 Agl= v|w 2 ZFA|ut
Z}zto] ARl X3}A A 25 w= 11 Qlet. shA|gt o] 3t 4
IH= O. dancena®} O. melstigma®) X314 Z}o] & Arg sl
o] gt A 4= QLo B Al Bl a5 ot -2 ol E 9
T Q1 4] o] F g stefet Azttt

Al AL

B oAt 2001 E RAEE A i 3
W5 CD20211012)2] 2| lo]| ©J3) 4353
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