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Abstract : The purpose of this study was to identify factors influencing the acceptance of disabilities
among adults with acquired disabilities based on ecological theory, utilizing raw data from the 4th
Disability and Life Dynamics Panel in 2021. The results of hierarchical multiple regression analysis
indicated that individual factors such as 'gender, 'type of disability,” 'severity of disability," 'marital
status, 'education, 'employment status, 'depression,  'self-esteem,” and 'overall health in the past six
months, interpersonal factors like 'emotional support and assistance,’ and organizational and
environmental factors including the 'level of difficulty in using disability—related services' and ‘overall
satisfaction with disability welfare services' were found to impact the acceptance of disabilities among
adults with acquired disabilities. Based on these research findings, it is suggested that efforts in the
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community to enhance the acceptance of disabilities among adults with acquired disabilities should go

beyond individual dimensions, increasing opportunities for social interactions and fostering a

disability—friendly environment.

Keywords . Adult with Acquired Disability, Disability Acceptance, Influencing Factors, Ecological
Theory, Disability and Life Dynamics Panel
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Table 1. Characteristics of the Subjects (N=3,830)
Variable Categories N g\\/ﬁ?ﬁ};‘gls %)

Individual Factors

Gender Men 2111(57.3)
Women 1719(42.7)
Age 20-29 180(2.9)
30-39 172(2.4)
40-49 382(5.4)
50-59 986(23.8)
60-69 1699(53.8)
>70 411(11.9)
Type of disability Physical disability 727(22.2)
Brain disorders 640(17.9)
Visual impairment 490(8.7)
Hearing/Language impairment 639(28.8)
Intellectual/Autism spectrum disorder 126(4.5)
Mental disorder 245(3.9)
Internal/Facial disorder 963(14.1)
Severity of disability Severe 1852(33.3)
Mild 1978(66.7)
Marital status Single 647(12.0)
Married 2153(59.9)
Divorced/Separated/Widowed 1030(28.1)
Education attainment <Elementary School 699(23.2)
Middle school 693(18.9)
High school 1616(39.3)
College 241(5.1)
University 523(12.2)
>Graduate School 58(1.2)
Employment status Yes 963(30.3)
No 2867(69.7)
Presence of companion animals Yes 306(7.5)
No 3524(92.5)
Depression 1.68+0.57
Self-esteem 2.70£0.41
Degree of disability—related daily life restrictions 1.64£0.54
.. Qverall health in the past 6 months | e e e S 060
Interpersonal Factors
Family strength 3.30£0.51
Family relationship satisfaction 3.16+0.54
Emotional support and assistance 2.84+0.61
Understanding of treatment methods by doctors and nurses 3.04£0.42
.. Adequacy of explanation of treatment results e 3042042
Organizational and Environmental Factors
Level of difficulty in using disability—related services 2.45+0.71
Overall satisfaction with disability welfare services 2.55+0.57
Level of respect received in daily life 2.64£0.54
Disability awareness education Yes 89(2.6)
No 3741(97.4)
Travel time to the hospital 15 346(9.4)
(minute) >15, 430 1936(52.6)
>30, <60 1218(29.6)
>60, <120 230(5.7)
>120 100(2.8)
Disability Acceptance 2.29+0.45
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