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Factors Affecting the Stages of Behavioral Change of GMO
Awareness and Interest in the Full Labeling System of
University Students in Gyeongnam Area

SEL]

Eun-Hee Seo’

(Abstract)

This study was conducted to find out the factors affecting the stages of behavioral
change about GMOn=202 university students). 52.0% of the respondents had no
experience in GMO education, the stages of pre-contemplation and contemplation
were 35.6% and 29.7%, respectively. Experience and awareness on GMO were the
highest at 86.6% and 51.5%, respectively, and 55% of the respondents did not know
about the implementation of the labeling system. Positive and negative perceptions on
GMO score were 3.41 and 3.22, respectively. The need for the full labeling system of
GM foods was 56.4%, the intention not to pay when the price rises due to the
system was 70.8%. Regression analysis of factors affecting the stages of behavioral
change showed health interest(=2.10, p€0.05), educational experience(=2.81, p<0.01),
knowledge score(=2.260, p<0.05), and negative perception(z=2.13, p<0.05). The results
of this study suggest that in order to increase the stage of behavioral change in GMO,
it is necessary to raise interest in health and knowledge and have the correct
perception through GMO education
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Table 2. Awareness of GMO
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Table 6. Relationship among variables of subjects
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Table 7. Factors affecting stages of behavioral
change of GMO

"£40.05, "pX0.01: Significance as determines by
Pearson correlation coefficient.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Model B t D VIF

1. 745 1.00 ) -56 579
2. A4 217 1.00 ek 12 1.85 065  1.046
THAE -10  -142 158  1.077
SR8 '26, HO A7BA 15 210 .037* 1173
4 AW 03 15 11 100 ol 2hed .05 J7 442 1.103
5. GMOAI4] .03 .10 .13 .26" 1.00 GMOTSAY 19 281 005 1131
6. 344 -06 .15 .02 .197 .17 1.00 GMOA] 4] 16 226 025 1.123
7. BA4el4 -0l .16 .11 .02 .16 .12 1.00 GMOs78<l4l .02 36721 1.098
8. WEWA  -05 217 .14 287 257 .12 227 1.00 GMOFdls .14 213 035" 1.084

F=5.633, p=.000, R'=.189
p€0.05, "p0.01: Significance as determines by
multiple regression.
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