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| ABSTRACT |

Evaluation of the Quality of the Case Reports in the Journal of Korean
Obstetrics and Gynecology from April 2019 to February 2024 Based on the
CARE Guidelines

Han-Seul Kwon, Ye-Jin Yoon, Hyeong-Jun Kim
Dept. of Korean Obstetrics and Gynecology, College of Korean Medicine,
Se-Myung University

Objectives: The purpose of this study is to evaluate the quality of case reports
published in the Journal of Korean Obstetrics and Gynecology from April 2019 to
February 2024, compared with January 2015 to March 2019.

Methods: Case reports were selected by searching from archive on the website
of society of the Journal of Korean Obstetrics and Gynecology. The quality of the
case reports were assessed based on CAse REport (CARE) guideline.

Results: A total of 30 case reports was finally included for the assessment. Overall
quality of reporting for case reports published from April 2019 to February 2024
was improved compared to one of previous study. However, the 4 items of CARE
guidelines with an unreported rate of 50% or more - patient’s perspective on
interventions (96.67%). diagnostic challenges (93.33%). intervention adherence and
tolerability (93.33%). adverse events (56.67%) - are items that require active
description in future case reports. In addition, Keyword and timeline have more
than 50% reported to be ‘Not-sufficient’ in both previous and present studies. So
active efforts by researchers are needed to include ‘Case report (or Case study)’
in keywords, and to include intervention by period, symptom changes in a timeline.

Conclusions: Despite the overall improvement in the quality of reporting in
the Journal of Korean Obstetrics and Gynecology, efforts to improve the quality
of case reports should be continued.

Key Words: Case Reports, Journal of Korean Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Reporting Guideline, Quality, CARE (CAse REports) Guideline
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Table 1. Report Rate (%) for Each Case Report in April 2019 to February 2024
According to the CARE (CAse REport) Guideline

Reporting _ .
Case reports Sufficient Not-sufficient Total Not-reporting
First author (year) nl*/N" % n2*/N" % (nl/';I?Z') % n3*/N' %

Kim SK (2019)'® 19726 73.08  4/26  15.38  23/26 88.46 3/26 11.54
Koh JE (2019)" 20727 7407 2727 741 22/27 8148 5/27 18.52
Baek JW (2019)%  19/27 70.37  3/27 1111  22/27 8148 5/27 1852
Choi SJ (2019)%V 20727 7407 3727 1111 23/27 8519 4/27 1481
Lee E (2019)% 19727 7037 2727 741 21727 7778 6/27  22.22
Jeong SM (2019)%  21/28 75.00 3728 10.71  24/28 8571 4/28 14.29
Bae KR (2020)%" 16726 61.54  5/26  19.23 21726  80.77 5/26 19.23
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Hwang HJ (2020)®  16/27 59.26  7/27 2593  23/27 8519 4/27 1481
Namgoong J (2020)% 21/26 80.77  3/26 1154  24/26 9231 2/26  7.69
Pak YK (2020)%" 20727 7407 3727 1111  23/27 8519 4/27 14.81
Kim GT (2020)% 19728 67.86  5/28 17.86  24/28 85.71 4/28 14.29
Ahn TS (2020)% 20726 76.92  2/26 7.69 22/26  84.62 4/26 15.38
Kim MW (2020)% 20726 7692  3/26 1154  23/26 88.46 3/26 11.54
Jeong SM (2020)3" 19/27 7037  5/27 1852  24/27 88.89 3/27 11.11
Bae KR (2020)% 18727  66.67  4/27 1481  22/27 8148 5/27 1852
Kim SJ (2021)% 23/27 8519 3727 1111 26/27 96.30 1727 3.70
Hwang SI (2021)*Y  19/26 73.08 3/26 1154  22/26 84.62 4/26 15.38
Park NG (2021)% 20726 7692  2/26 7.69 22/26 84.62 4/26 15.38
Jeong SM (2021)%  20/27 74.07 3/27 1111  23/27 85.19 4/27 14.81
Ko EB (2021)%" 20/28 7143 4728 1429  24/28 85.71 4/28 14.29
Lee HY (2021)%® 20727 7407 3727 1111  23/27 8519 4/27 14.81
Choi MY (2021)% 21/28 75.00 4728  14.29  25/28 89.29 3728 10.71
Ko EB (2022)% 19727 7037 5727 1852 24727 88.89 3727 11.11
Jeong SM (2022)*"  20/27 7407 3/27 1111  23/27 85.19 4/27 14.81
An HW (2022)% 20727  74.07 4727  14.81  24/27 88.89 3727 11.11
Ko EB (2022)* 20727 7407 3727 1111 23/27 8519 4727 14.81
Lee HY (2023)% 19727 7037 4727 1481  23/27 85.19 4/27 14.81
Jeong SM (2023)* 20727 7407 2727 7.41 22/27 81.48 5/27 18.52
Yun YS (2023)* 19727 7037  4/27 1481 23727 8519 4/27 14.81
Yun HW (2023)*" 18727  66.67  5/27 1852 < 23/27 85.19 4/27 14.81
Max. of % 85.19 25.93 96.30 22.22
Min. of % 59.26 7.41 77.78 3.70
Median of % 74.07 11.54 85.19 14.81

* 'nl’, 'n2. and 'n3" mean the number of which items match each assessment criteria :

Sufficient, Not-sufficient., and Not-reporting. respectively.
"*N’ means the number of applicable items that can be evaluated by applying the criteria.
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Table 2. Report Rate (%) for Each Items of the CARE (CAse REport) Guideline
in April 2019 to February 2024

Sufficient  Not-sufficient Not-reporting

Topic Ttems /N % /N % o /N %

The words case report (or case
. study) should appear in the title
Title .
along with phenomenon of
greatest interest.
The key elements of this case in
2 to 5 words

20730 66.67 10/30 33.33 0730 0

Keywords 2 5/30 16.67 25/30 83.33F 0/30 0

Introduction - What is unique
3a  about this case? What does it 30/30 100 0/30 0 0/30 0

add to the medical literature?

Case Presentation - Main

Abstract 3 symptoms of the patient, main
clinical findings, main diagnoses
and interventions, main outcomes
3 Conclusion - What were the main
take away lessons from this case?

26/30 86.67 4/30 13.33 0/30 0

30730 100  0/30 0 0730 0

Brief background summary of
this case referencing the relevant 30/30 100 0/30 0 0/30 0
medical literature

=~

Introduction

De-identified demographic
ba information and other patient 30730 100 0/30 0 0/30 0
specific information

Patient 5b  Main symptoms of the patient 30/30 100 0/30 0 0/30 0
Information Medical, family. and psychosocial
5c history including relevant genetic

information. Relevant past
interventions and their outcomes.

21730 70.00 9730 30.00 0/30 0

Clinical Describe the relevant physical

Findingg °  examination (PE) findings > -0 %667 130 333 030 0
Important information from the
Timeline 7  patient’s history organized as a 6730 20.00 24/30 80.00F 0/30 0
timeline.
Diagnostic methods (eg, PE,
8a laboratory testing, imaging, 29/30 96.67 1/30 3.33 0730 0
questionnaires)
8 Diagnostic challenges 1730 333 1/30 333 28/30 9333
Diagnostic (eg, financial, language, or cultural)
Assessment 8 Diagnostic reasoning including 95,30 8333 5/30 16.67  0/30 0

other diagnoses considered

Prognostic characteristics
8d (eg. staging in oncology) where 6/6 100 0/6 0 0/6 0
applicable
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Types of intervention

9a (eg. pharmacologic, surgical, 30730 100  0/30 0 0/30 0
) preventive, self-care)
Therapeutic Administration of intervention
Intervention 9b . 29730 96.67 1730 3.33  0/30 0
(eg., dosage, strength, duration)
9 Changes iIn intervention o1 o1 150 01 g o1 0
(with rationale)
10a Clinician- and patient-assessed 20/30 100 0/30 0 0/30 0
outcomes
Follow-up 10p Lmportant follow-up test results 5 5y 5593 1430 4667 0/30 0
(positive or negative)
and .
Outcomes Intervention adherence and
10c  tolerability (and how this was  0/30 0 2/30  6.67 28730 93.33°
assessed)
10d Adverse and unanticipated events 11/30 36.67 2730 6.67 17/30 56.67F
Discussion of the strengths and
11a limitations of the management of 28/30 93.33 2730 6.67 0/30 0
this case
j1p ~ Discussion of the relevant 5005 100 50 o o300
. . medical literature
Discussion . -
Rationale for conclusions
11c  (including assessments of cause 28/30 93.33 2/30 6.67 0/30 0
and effect)
11q Main takeaway lessons of this — oq /50 9667 130 333 0730 0
case report
Patient The patient should share his or
p . 12 her perspective or experience 0730 0 1730 333 29/30 96.67*
erspective .
whenever possible
Informed Did the patient give informed 5 50 5000 930 667 13/30 4333
Consent consent? Please provide if requested

*®

Sufficient, Not-sufficient, and Not-reporting.

"*N" means the number of applicable items that can be evaluated by applying the criteria.

* the percentage of ‘Not-reporting’, or ‘Not-sufficiently’ reporting item more than 50%

‘n’ means the number of which case reports match each assessment criteria of items :

23



CARE(CAse REport) AIF0 [HE 2019-20242 CHstetet=

s

ClletSlAl S0l &2 &ot

m Not-Report Not-Sufficient Sufficient

10d | o TR - & A S e

13 | S S T - & S TR IR

1 3333 RIS HZTTIT IS
5¢ 30— R S S Y
8c 14,67 F TNIITTE
3b  IEEITRSSSSSS

717a @& TR TS T
11c  EERSSTT R M I Y

Il Iy
I IerI,,my

8a
b
11d
3a 0
3c

Item of the CARE guideline

5a @
5b
8d
9a @ N AN AN
o (s ———
102 (ST S TN
11b

[
i 11
] ]

AN
T

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%

Report rate(%)

Fig. 1. Report rate (%) for each items
of the CARE (CAse REport) guideline
in April 2019 to February 2024.

2) 2015938 20199 397A wEx
ZH el 20199 445 20249
29717 wrEdE FHEIe] AR
E F H SR o2 dE] W

ek

CARE A139 % 287 35 F A3
AFWel wle] wRIgo F713 FE
= 5 /H(10c, 124) et 10 FA <=
SE 2 WS mEITEe] 0.65%

(92.68%—93.33%) Z7Fllom, 129 A

>

st Al A FAfol g 3xte] oA
= 3.99%(92.68%—96.67%) Z7}3t.
v B vge] FHAaEe] MY FEELS
Z 37/0(8h, 10d, 13H) =2, Ao
Toz w131 3] AbA F
54.23%(97.56 %—43.33%), 10d o] Ak
- H A 3 AR 38.45%(95.12%
—56.67%), 8b®l Z1=tA HA 6.67%(100%
—93.33%) ol

nB g0 (%2 2AFHe MAE 3
L2 = iR, 5cd HAAH, 71EH
2 A A3 A A (2.44%—0%), 69
AARA A3 2D GAH BA(2.44%—
0%). 71 AN E(14.63%—0%), 8ax]
A B (2.44%—0%). 8l A bz 3
E(2.44%—0%) ©1 A =H(Fig. 2).

UM AFEHA S 184 FE(L 2
3a-3c, 4, 5a, 5b., 8d. 9a-9c, 10a. 10b.
lNa-11d) el e A A7 e 2
o] ol AFoIME ‘HiEA o2
H B 17F S5k (Table 2).

3) 20159 %E 20199 3¥7tA 2=

Zd 29k 20199 49 HE 2024

29717 s FHR3e] A

J
=

ofN

o.?‘_’, -111 Lo

I 44.23%(2.44%—46.67%). 5S¢
g, 7hEE o ARAsA AAY 26.12%
(4.88%—30.00%). 1 A Ff A A4
Z e ‘FHEI(EE FHAT) @
o]e] Z3 o 23.57%(9.76%—33.33%).
7TH AdE 19.02%(60.98%—80.00%). 10d
ool kg 9 AR 33 AR 6.67%

X

24



J Korean Obstet Gynecol Vol.37 No.2 May 2024
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Fig. 2. Comparison of each item’s ‘Not
reported’ report rate (%) evaluated
according to the CARE (CAse REport)
guideline between January 2015 to May
2019, and April 2019 to February 2024.
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Fig. 3. Comparison of each item’s ‘Not-
sufficiently’ reported report rate (%)
evaluated according to the CARE (CAse
REport) guideline between January

2015 to May 2019, and April 2019 to
February 2024.
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