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Objectives : This study examined the possibility of therapeutic application of natural pigments in the
Joseon Period other than aesthetic purposes.

Methods @ The medicinal properties of natural pigments as written in the texts Sangayorok,
Gyuhapchongseo, Imwongyeongjeii were searched and analyzed in the texts Bencaogangmu,
Encyclopedia of Eastern Medicine, and the Encyclopedia of Chinese Medicinals focusing on
their Qi, flavor, effects and application. Of the conditions they treated, we examined whether
they treated skin conditions using external application. The Korean Medical effects of these
pigments were examined based on the content of the skin chapter of the Donguibogam.

Results : We were able to extract 47 kinds of natural pigments, most of which had cold nature and
bitter tasting properties. In addition, most of the pigments had the effect of treating skin
conditions, illnesses due to micro-organisms, and of detoxifying.

Conclusions : After consideration of medicinal properties and effects of the herbs that were used as
pigments in the Joseon period, it could be concluded that as these herbs not only function as
pigments but also hold properties that prevent skin conditions, their therapeutic functions could
have been considered when using them as pigments.
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