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A study on factors causing legislative failure
of bills related to democratic citizenship
education

Sang—Ho Jeong*

Seowon University

Abstract

This study sought to explain the reasons why the civic education bill failed to be
enacted as many as 13 times. What we discovered as a result of our research is, first,
the absence of a legislative strategy by the minority member of the national assembly on
this bills. The Citizenship Education Bill was a controversial bill with great potential for
ideological conflict, and after the 19th National Assembly, this bill was promoted by a
minority of a specific political party. The Democratic Party's sponsoring lawmakers did
not use active legislative strategies, such as exerting influence within the party to have
these bills adopted as the party's platform, or developing them into major pledges for the
general and presidential elections. Second, there is a consistent passive response from
civic groups as well as lawmakers who signed the bill in an unfavorable public opinion
environment. During the legislative process, opposing opinions were overwhelming,
including concerns about the spread of leftist ideology, waste of budget and organization,
and violation of neutrality and fairness in education. In addition, the passive attitude of
field teachers and civic groups, who should be in charge of civic education, also served
as a background for the legislative failure. Third, due to a lack of sharing of reliable
information on recent theoretical research and global policy trends among stakeholders,

legislation through an agreement between the ruling and opposition parties failed.
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