Journal for History of Mathematics http://dx.doi.org/10.14477 /jhm.2024.37.1.001
Vol. 37 No. 1 (Feb. 2024), 1-17

A consideration of the real meanings of
introducing Bayesian inference into school
mathematics curriculum
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In this study, we identified the intellectual triggers for Bayesian inference and what
key ideas contributed to its occurrence and discussed the practical implications of
introducing Bayesian inference into the school mathematics curriculum by reflect-
ing them. The results of the study show that the need for statistical inference about
the parameter itself served as a trigger for the occurrence of Bayesian inference,
and the most important idea for the occurrence of that inference was to regard the
parameter itself as a probability variable rather than any fixed value. On the other
hand, these research results suggest that the meaning of introducing Bayesian in-
ference into the secondary mathematics curriculum is ‘statistics education that ex-
pands the scope of uncertainty’.
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