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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this study is to explore trends in institutional evaluation
research in early childhood education through keyword network analysis. This
aims to understand trends in academic discourse on institutional evaluation and
gain implications for follow-up research and related policy directions.
Methods: A total of 6,629 keywords were extracted from 572 dissertations and
journal articles published from January 2006 to October 2023 for the purpose
of analyzing and visualizing the frequency and centrality of keywords, as well
as the structural properties of keyword networks. The analysis and visualization
were conducted using the TEXTOM, UCINET6, and NetDraw programs.
Results: First, the number of institutional evaluation studies increased steadily
from 2006 to 2010 and then decreased, with a higher frequency of studies on
daycare centers compared to kindergartens. Second, the most frequently occurring
keyword in the analysis was ‘daycare center,” and the highest connection strength
was found in the term ‘daycare-center-evaluation.” Third, network analysis
revealed that key terms for institutional evaluation research included ‘evaluation
certification,” ‘recognition,” ‘evaluation indicators,” ‘teacher,” ‘daycare center,” and
‘kindergarten.” In the ego network analysis for each institution, ‘parent’ emerged
as a highly ranked keyword.

Conclusion/Implications: This study confirmed the perspectives of previous
studies by revealing the structure of core concepts in early childhood education
institution evaluation research, and provided implications for follow-up and
direction of institution evaluation

I key words Early childhood education, Evaluation, Keyword network analysis,
Research trend
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