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The Mediating Effect of Reflective Thinking in the Relationship between Early

Childhood Teachers’ Play-Based Curriculum Implementation Competences and Their
Digital Competences
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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of this study was to verify the mediating effect of
reflective thinking in the relationship between early childhood teachers’ play-based
curriculum implementation competences and their digital competences.
Methods: An online survey was conducted targeting 330 early childhood teachers.
Descriptive statistical analysis, correlation analysis, and The Process macro model
4 were performed using SPSS 28.0 and The Process macro 4.1.

Results: The main results of this study are outlined as follows: first, a significant
positive correlation was observed between overall play-based curriculum
implementation competences, reflective thinking, and digital competences,
including each of their respective sub-factors. Second, the study revealed that
reflective thinking played a partial mediating role in the relationship between early
childhood teachers’ play-based curriculum implementation competences and
digital competences.

Conclusion/Implications: Through this study, it was confirmed that when
reflective thinking mediated play-based curriculum implementation competences,

T "1 XX} digital competences were further increased. The findings suggest that not only
el n goluSa A s positive play-based curriculum implementation competences of teachers but also
reflective thinking should be considered to enhance digital competences.
2 MAIR| R}
Alggdn folusa wg I key words early childhood teacher, play-based curriculum implementation
(e-mail: jsfarm @hanmail.net) competences, digital competences, reflective thinking
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