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Current Status and Characteristics of AI Film Festivals

Jong-Guk Kim*

Abstract

The implementation of generative Al into the film industry marks a critical juncture in the evolution of
cinema, providing opportunities to redefine storytelling, visual aesthetics, and audience experiences. This
study explores the emergence of Al film festivals, which serve as platforms for technological and artistic
innovation, by analyzing their organizational structures, operational frameworks, and creative outputs.
Employing a data-driven approach using web crawling and quantitative analysis, this research examines
how Al film festivals redefine the traditional paradigms in filmmaking while addressing ethical, legal, and
industrial challenges. Al film festivals are characterized by their unique ability to democratize the filmmaking
process, leveraging cost-effective Al tools that reduce barriers for creators from diverse cultural and economic
backgrounds. These festivals not only enable innovative narrative forms and visual effects but also promote
global cultural exchange through online streaming platforms and immersive technologies. Case studies,
including Runway Al Film Festival and Korea's Al International Film Festival, demonstrate how Al-driven
storytelling methodologies contribute to expanding genre boundaries and fostering convergence between
technology and art. For instance, Al film festivals utilize virtual reality and real-time audience feedback
mechanisms to create interactive, personalized cinematic experiences that were previously unattainable.
Moreover, Al film festivals address critical issues such as copyright, intellectual property, and sustainability.
By optimizing production efficiency and minimizing environmental impacts, these festivals set new benchmarks
for responsible filmmaking. They also facilitate discussions on the societal implications of Al in creative
industries, promoting ethical frameworks for integrating Al technologies into cinema. These events highlight
the potential of generative Al to act as both a creative collaborator and a technical enabler, fundamentally
reshaping the relationship between creators and audiences. The findings of this study reveal that Al film
festivals are not merely extensions of traditional cinema but independent platforms with distinct aesthetics
and operational models. They complement conventional film festivals by introducing new paradigms of storytell-
ing and production while offering solutions to challenges faced by the film industry. As Al film festivals
continue to grow, their role as transformative agents in the cinematic landscape becomes increasingly
evident, blending the creative possibilities of art with the efficiency of technology. This research concludes
that Al film festivals represent a sustainable and inclusive future for cinema, where innovation and tradition
coexist to redefine the boundaries of creative expression.
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Film Festival Name Method Location Organizer & Prizes Submission Website
Runway Al Film . .

. on/off New York/LA Runway Available | https://aiff. runwayml.com
Festival
Al International Film | /e LA Al Film Fest | Available | https://aifilmfest.org
Festival
Reply Al Film Festival on/off Ttaly, Venice Reply Available | https://replychallenges.com
Czech International Al Czech Organizing . .
Film Festival off Republic, Prague | Committee Available | https://ciaiff.com
Al Film 3 - AI Film and USA, Glendale . . e
Art Festival off AMC Theatres AIFilm3 Available | https://aifilm3.com
Chicago Al Film Chicago . Organizing . https://chicagoaifilmfest.ott
. on/off | Downtown Movie . Available
Festival Committee channel.com
Theaters
Tirkiye International . . L.
Artificial Intelligence on/off 'I.‘urkly.e, Major Orgaplzmg Available | https://www.aitff.com
. . City Cinemas Committee
Film Festival
AIFF Dubai-Al Film UAE, Dubai Organizing . e
Festival Dubai on/off Major Cinemas Committee Available | https://aifilmfest.ae
Korea Al South Korea, Gyeonggi
International Film on/off Gyeonggi Major Content Available | https://www.gcon.or.kr
Festival Cinema Agency
Gyeongbuk Al & South Korea, Gyeongsan . .
Metaverse Film Festival on/off Gumi gbuk-do Available | https://gamif.com
Busan International South Korea, Organizin
. . on/off Busan Cinema B . g Available | https://biaif.dureraum.org
Al Film Festival Cente Committee
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