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Abstract : This study aimed to analyze the social perception of smart wear and smart clothing in South Korea
by examining news data from 1990 to 2023 using the BIGKinds platform. Through keyword analysis and
time—series analysis, the study investigated trends in media coverage and public interest regarding these
technologies. Results indicated that smart wear garnered increasing attention from 2014 to 2016, particularly
in healthcare, fitness, and sports, highlighting their utility in health monitoring and adaptive functionalities.
Smart clothing, though less covered, also showed potential in healthcare and fitness, providing real—time
monitoring of biometric signals. However, challenges such as durability, cost, and user experience issues
were identified as barriers to broader adoption. Despite promising applications in personalized healthcare and
sports performance, issues like high prices, limited durability, and privacy concerns may hinder widespread
acceptance. This study contributes to understanding public awareness and social discourse surrounding smart
wear and smart clothing in Korea, offering insights into the technical and social challenges these technologies
face. Future research should focus on enhancing cost—effectiveness, user comfort, and data security to
improve adoption and integrate these technologies into everyday life.
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[Figure 2] Annual change in search term
frequency for smart wear
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[Figure 5] Word cloud related to smart clothing
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