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Abstract
This study examines the concept of balanced development by tracking the levels and patterns of regional
balance within Sejong City. It explores how the notion of balanced development has evolved in South Korea,
reviews its interpretation in key international contexts, and develops indicators to diagnose and analyse
regional imbalances in Sejong City. At the city’s inception in 2012, the indicators were concentrated in Type 1
(balanced with favourable conditions of inequality and polarization), reflecting an overall state of balance.
However, by 2019, the indicators exhibited a gradual upward trend with noticeable disparities, indicating a
shift toward an imbalanced state characterised by inequality and polarization. By 2023, the indicators revealed
a steep upward trajectory, suggesting the persistence of imbalances, though with a partial alleviation of
polarization. The findings highlight two key implications: 1. The interpretation of regional balance and
imbalance must account for historical and contextual shifts reflected in indicator analyses. 2. There is a pressing
need to establish a localised framework for balanced development tailored to regional characteristics.
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Table 1. Balanced Development Policy by Administration

Administration Major Strategy Key Features

* Established institutional foundations
* Construction of Multifunctional Administrative City (Sejong)
* Formation of regional cooperation networks

Roh Moo-hyun National Balanced
(2003-2008) Development

* Strengthened national competitiveness

Lee Myung-bak Metropolitan . . .
yung p * Strengthened economic cooperation between local regions and

(2008-2013) Economics .
metropolitan areas

* Implemented tailored policies for improving quality of life in
Happiness Sphere  various regions
* Supported regional specialized industries and startups

Park Geun-hye
(2013-2017)

* Pursued decentralized balanced development
* Balanced regional development led by local areas
* People, space, and industry cultivation strategy

Moon Jae-in  Inclusive Balanced
(2017-2022) Development

* Institutional linkage between decentralization and balanced

Yoon Suk-yeol Local Era development
(2022-present) * Proactively promoting regional revitalization through the
special zone system
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Table 2. Final Indicators

Hi& 3.0 o1/, 4.0 °]5}e]
o7 ZRot] AT B

Table 2014 1350], A%A] FYLHS et}

i

A#e= HFH o2 16702 E2HATH

Indicators (16) Calculation Method Year Source
_ [(Popul.atlon of the cu1.“rent year - 2012, 2019,
Population Growth Rate Population of the previous year) +
. . 2023 KOSIS
Population of the previous year] x 100
Resident - - (2024a)
Vitali Asine Index (Population aged 65 or older + Population 2012,2019,
v ging aged 0-14) x 100 2023
. (Number of births + Annual population) x 2012, 2019,
Crude Birth Rate 100 2023 Sejong City
Local I Tax P 2012,2019, Lor% 201
ocal Income Tax Per
i - i ’ »2022,2023
Capita Local income tax + total population 2022 )
Number of Businesses (Number of businesses + Number of 2012, 2019,
Local Economic Per Thousand People population) x 1,000 2021
Power Number of Employees (Number of employees + Total population) 2012,2019, KOSIS
Per 1,000 People x 1,000 2021 (2024b)
. (Youth population + total population) x 2012, 2019,
Youth Ratio 100 2023
o Open
Number of build 30 1d +
0Old Building Ratio ( ur,lr,lotzrl iurrllll;erlrcl)%i)s‘i/lfizn s)yia;f)(c)) 2019,2022 Architecture
& Data (2024)
. (water supply population + total 2012, 2019,
Settlement  Water Supply Ratio population) x 100 2021
Environment S Iation - | 2012 2019
Sewer Service Ratio (Sewage treatment ?rea population + tota , §
population) x 100 2022 Sejong City
. Number of parking spaces + Number of (2012, 2019,
Parking Lot Area registered cars 2023 2022,2023)
Number of Childcare (Number of childcare facilities + Number
. . . 2012, 2019,
Facilities Per 1,000 of infants (0-5 years old) population) x
2023
People 1,000
Ministry of
Total Floor A f 1
oFa oor re.a.o. (Total floor area of public sports facilities 2012, 2019, Culture,
Public Sports Facilities + total population) x 1,000 2021 Sports and
Per 1,000 People ' pop ! Tourism
Basic Living (2024)
i Total Floor A f
Services otal Floor Area o (Total floor area of cultural infrastructure 2012, 2019,
Cultural Infrastructure + total population) x 1,000 2022
Per 1,000 People ' pop !
Sejong City
Nur.nber of Home Bfa.s.ed (Number of home-based senior welfare (2012, 2019,
Senior Welfare Facilities ¢ 1 ioc + bopulation over 65) x 1,000 2023 2022,2023)
Per 1,000 People - pop ’ ’
Number of Hospital Beds (Number of hospital beds + Total 2012, 2019,
Per Thousand People population) x 1,000 2023

*Sejong City data for 2023 uses unpublished internal data.
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Table 3. Analysis Results

Gini Coefficient

Quintile Ratio

Indicators
2012 2019 2023 2012 2019 2023
Population 0.47 0.45 0.39 2.58 5.77 4.57
Resident Vitality Aging Index 0.30 0.56 0.62 196 22.14 21.20
Crude Birth Rate 0.20 0.31 0.36 1.93 3.48 4.18
Local Income Tax 0.42 0.55 0.61 6.64 4.69 6.34
Local Economic Number of Businesses  0.18 0.29 0.33 1.40 3.56 3.51
Power Number of Employees  0.23 0.39 0.42 2.10 4.16 5.47
Youth Ratio 0.06 0.13 0.13 1.11 1.55 1.45
0ld Building Ratio 0.61 0.62 55.93 45.80
Ei‘:’tﬁsﬁf:ﬁt Water Supply Ratio ~ 0.39 010 0.04 540 124  1.04
Sewer Service Ratio 0.39 0.11 0.07 4.55 1.27 1.17
Childcare Facilities 0.31 0.39 3.40 3.31
Basic Living  Public Sports Facilities  0.59 0.65 0.66 1194 2941 21.59
Services Cultural Infrastructure  0.68 0.62 0.66 281.47 6.76 8.85
Hospital Beds 0.36 0.59 0.75 249 25.25 11.68

Note: Excludes indicators such as number of parking lots

difficult to analyze changes.
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3 A7}, AmEE Y750} 559 vjgo] Hol7h
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