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Abstract

Under the Trump administration, the U.S. has made clear that “China is America’s
strategic competitor, revisionist power and a major challenge to America’s prosperity and
security.” The Biden administration has largely inherited this perception of China. China
has also responded without backing down. Therefore, the U.S.-China strategic competition
has become the most important background factor in the international system and has a
great impact on the security situation in Northeast Asia.

Nevertheless, if you look at the recent process of establishing trilateral security
cooperation among ROK, the U.S. and Japan, we can find that ROK’s foreign strategy
adjustment has played a key role. This is because establishing trilateral security
cooperation among ROK, the U.S. and Japan depends on improving ROK-Japan relations.
And the Yoon Suk Yeol government is pushing for rapid improvement in ROK-Japan
relations regardless of domestic political constraints. The trilateral summit at Camp David
laid the groundwork for future cooperation among ROK, the U.S. and Japan in security
and other broader areas.
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China is strongly dissatisfied with the formation of trilateral security cooperation among
ROK, the U.S. and Japan. However, this paper argues that although ROK agrees to form
trilateral security cooperation with the U.S. and Japan, ROK’s strategic objectives are not
exactly the same as those of the U.S. and Japan. For example, looking back at the
development of the U.S.-Japan alliance after the end of the Cold War, both the U.S. and
Japan share similar views and perceptions of China’s rise. The real goal of the
strengthening of the U.S.-Japan alliance in recent years is also how to cope with China’s
rise.

On the other hand, ROK’s previous administrations have been negative about trilateral
security cooperation with the U.S. and Japan. This is because ROK’s main strategic goal
is to reduce or eliminate threats from DPRK rather than respond to China. Faced with
increasing DPRK’s provocations and threats, more than half of South Koreans are in
favor of reinforcing trilateral security cooperation with the U.S. and Japan to contain or
mitigate threats from DPRK. As a result, if North Korea’s nuclear and missile threats to
ROK continue, then ROK’s foreign strategy is likely to be to strengthen trilateral security
cooperation between the U.S. and Japan to ensure its own safety and survival. If China
wants to reduce the strategic pressure from the trilateral security cooperation among
ROK, the U.S. and Japan, the best way is to reduce DPRK’s provocations and threats to
ROK and play a more substantive role in getting DPRK to give up its nuclear program.

Keywords

DPRK’s threat to ROK, Solidity of the U.S.-Japan alliance, Strengthening of the
ROK-U.S. alliance, Improving relations between ROK and Japan, Trilateral security
cooperation among ROK, the U.S. and Japan
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1) “National Security Strategy of the United States of America”, 2017 ; “Summary of the 2018
National Defense Strategy of the United States of America”, 2018.

2) “Joe Biden calls China the ‘most serious competitor’ to the US, in first foreign policy
speech”, 2021; “Remarks by President Biden on America’s Place in the World”, 2021.

3) “Interim National Security Strategic Guidance”, 2021.
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4) “National Security Strategy”, 2022, pp. 23-24.
5) Ibid., p. 8.
6) Ibid., pp. 37-38.
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