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Abstract

In this paper, I tried to clarify the background of the strengthening of centralization in
the central-local relations during the Xi Jinping period in terms of the institutional
structure of elite politics through a comparative study of the composition of the
provincial sector of the Politburo, the highest power body, during the time of Hu Jintao
and Xi Jinping. Compared to the Hu Jintao period, it is judged that the strengthening of
centralization in the Xi Jinping era is being implemented not through the neutralization
of institutionalized formal construction norms, but through the expansion of control
within the norms. In other words, the institutionalized frame itself was not broken in the
composition of the provincial sector of the Politburo, and local compliance with the
central government centered on the general secretary was increased by exercising the

right to control personnel more strongly.
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