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Children’s Trajectories of Elementary School Adjustment
in Grades 1 through 4
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Abstract The purpose of the study was to estimate the trajectories of elementary school adjustment in grades 1
through 4. For the purpose, the Korean Children’s Panel data were analyzed using potential growth model and
the growth mixture model. As the result, the linear model was selected as the optimal model. The four potential
groups were derived as trajectories: high-level maintenance, low-level maintenance, low-level increase, and
high-level decrease. In terms of group distribution, the most children were in high-level maintenance group and
then low-level maintenance, low-level increase, and high-level decrease in order. Based on the findings that
trajectories of elementary school adjustment changes as children growth, we suggest that schools and families
need to carefully investigate and support their school adjustment in individual levels.
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Table 1. Analysis of Potential Growth Model for School
Adaptation
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Table 2. Estimates for Trajectory Classes of School

Adjustment
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