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Images of the Landscape and Society of Haeju during the late Joseon Dynasty
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Abstract
Haeju was home to the Hwanghae-do Provincial Office and a hub for supporting the northwestern regions of
Korea. Local commerce expanded in Haeju during the late Joseon period based on its abundant resources and
regional products, leading it to evolve into a large city. King Seonjo temporarily resided in Haeju while seeking

refuge from the Japanese Invasions of Korea, and Yi Yi (sobriquet: Yulgok) secluded himself in Seokdam in Haeju

in his later years. King Seonjo’s residence in Haeju and Yi Yi's retirement there boosted interest in the city among

the literati and influenced its places of scenic beauty. The development of its local history and literary

achievements were documented in a wide variety of historical records and visual materials. Eight scenic views in

Haeju became famous through a poem written by Seong Su-ik in the late sixteenth century. Around the

mid-eighteenth century, eight new scenic views became popular. Local officials and travelers from other regions

produced a vast body of prose and poetry focusing on the landscape and society of Haeju, playing a crucial role in

raising awareness of its scenic attractions. Most surviving visual materials related to Haeju were created in and
after the nineteenth century. Many of them illustrate both landscapes and the everyday lives of people. Among
them, paintings of scenic spots created by Jeong Seon (sobriquet: Gyeomjae), who never actually visited Haeju in

person, raises some of the issues posed by relying on indirect materials. In contrast, Eight Scenic Views of Haeju,

which is presumed to have been produced by a local painter, appears to have accurately highlighted the

characteristics of each scenic spot. Moreover, Haejudo, a folding screen presenting a panoramic view of Haeju,

incorporates content from paintings depicting eight scenic views, in this case Eight Scenic views of Haeju. This

practice can be observed in visual materials of other provincial cities.
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