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Reflections on the Prospects of Korean Advanced Practice Nurses :
Based on Flexner's Professional Characteristics

Kim, Eun Mi" - Choi, Su Jung®

! Associate Professor, Department of Nursing, Schan University
2 Professor, Graduate School of Clinical Nursing Science, Sungkyunkwan University

Purpose : This study explores the professional status of Advanced Practice Nurses (APNs) in Korea, who, despite
being legally certified, face instability in their professional standing, including their scope of practice and compensation.
Method : The study uses Flexner’s professional characteristics as a framework to analyze and project the future
trajectory of Korean APNs. Results @ First, to ensure social accountability, professional bodies need to establish
uniform nursing policies related to job roles, and healthcare institutions must adhere to these policies. Second,
nursing leaders should spearhead the creation of nursing knowledge essential for the profession's advancement,
aiming to establish it as the foundation for nursing practice through a consensus process within the nursing
community. Third, the curriculum for APNs should enhance the quantitative and qualitative aspects of practice
in response to societal needs. Fourth, professional bodies should formulate consistent nursing policies based on
a thorough analysis of the healthcare environment and legal considerations, and guide their implementation in
clinical practice through a consensus process within the nursing community. Lastly, guidelines should be established
for professional standards suitable for the Korean context. Conclusion : Based on this review, it is recommended
that all APNs adhere to the professional standards set by their respective organizations, actively participate in
personal quality improvement initiatives, and fulfill their duties and roles as members of these professional bodies.
Furthermore, these organizations should devise practical strategies to solidify the APN system and should spearhead
a systematic consensus process that garners the agreement of all members within the nursing community.
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