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A Case Report of Korean Medicine Treatment for a Patient with Acute Cholangitis

Accompanied by Common Bile Duct Stone

Na-Yeon Kim, Seung-Mo Kim, Kyung-Soon Kim

Dept. of Korean Internal Medicine of Hepatology, College of Korean Medicine, Daegu Haany University

ABSTRACT

Objective: This case report outlines an investigation into the efficacy of Korean medicine treatment in a patient who
presented with acute cholangitis accompanying common bile duct stones. The patient underwent percutaneous transhepatic

gallbladder drainage and subsequently experienced resolution of the common bile duct stones.

Methods: The patient was treated with Shihosogan-tang, general acupuncture, ear acupuncture, moxibustion. and cupping
therapy. Changes in symptoms were evaluated using a self-reported numerical rating scale (NRS) score and a visual analog
scale (VAS) score each morning. Laboratory tests were conducted to examine serum amylase, serum lipase, and liver function.

Results: After 29 days. the NRS scores for indigestion and fatigue and the VAS score for abdominal pain all decreased.

Additionally, the laboratory test results showed improvement.

Discussion: The results suggest that Korean medicine could be effective in treating symptoms of acute cholangitis.

However, further research is necessary.

Key words: Shihosogan-tang. acute cholecystitis. herbal medicine, case report
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Table 1. Laboratory Finding

gua - dze - =

o 449 29 A QRelA AP FARAA}
A4 RBC 3200000 pl, Hemoglobin 9.2 g/dL,
Hematocrit 28.4%, Platelet 110000 plo.& #37
2] olatgdem, AST 80 IU/L, ALT 50 IU/L,
ALP 145 TU/L, GGT 477 1U/L, TB 4. mg/dL
2. DB 2.8 mg/dL, Lipase 242 IU/LZ F1X
o]Aoloich. 7 9] WBC, CRP 5% ®|&%
gl AL £ 52 F33] oA Table 1).

Lab Normal range 3/16 3/20 3/25 4/10
RBC 4-6 (106/ul) 4.58 321 321 321
Hemoglobin 13-17 (g/dL) 1221 921 93] 96
Hematocrit 40-50 (%) 36.71 2841 3121 31310
Platelet 140-380 (103/ul) 146 110 272 182
AST 0-40 (IU/L) 1641 801 741 38
ALT 0-40 (IU/L) 71 501 7071 42
ALP 46-116 (IU/L) 2331 1451 1191 89
GGT 0-60 (IU/L) 7831 4771 5031 20271
Total Bilirubin 0.2~1.2 (mg/dL) 421 421 171 1.0
Direct Bilirubin 0.1-0.3 (mg/dL) 281 281 091 041
Protein 6.4-8.2 (g/dL) 7.1 6.8 7.1 6.4
Albumin 3.4-5.0 (g/dL) 3.4 3.4 31! 3.5
Amylase 28-100 (IU/L) 76 87 109 1 61
Lipase 7-58 (IU/L) 1621 2421 156 1 60 1
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Table 2. The Composition of Sihosogan-tang

Herb Pharmaceutical name Arr(lgmt
%A Bupleuri Radix 0.25
B K Citrus unshiu Markovich 0.48
= Cnidii Rhizoma 0.43
Ay 4 Paeoniae Radix 0.34
MU %% Aurantil Fructus Immaturus 0.39
- Cyperi Rhizoma 0.40
H % Glycyrrhizae Radix et Rhizoma 0.17

(2) AA= -
0.25x40 mm 13]-¢
4314
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T2z ¢ 927 25 A3 A HA) 9
WAz A3bE T, o] T2 AAMF] S E o]
NRS 10¢14 E91 A] NRS 3.2 345}

NRS
10

N~ OO @

Day1 Day6 Day11

2. Progress of fatigue and indigestion.

NRS : numeric rating score

A} gl8] FAIRE FarA] o]sldd RBC,
Hemoglobin, Hematocrite X8 2093} A3}
Y dA4HGA AFAFIME 43 FA
olgfgl ot A3 Al e HoloH,
Platelet®] 7$- 341 443} A8) A] 1A o]
Wz 3850 4 0¥ AP E = A
A A3 olligih AST., ALP. GGT+ A4
oz ZHaFgon, ALTE U 483} A3
FA] 5004 70 TU/Le 2 Asgl ot 914 20
dxpe] AL 42 TU/LE ZAFHH TBE ¢4

3) aFEF - AR =3 wF AR A
AA o w Az G o] F A3 34
szt 4 1094 NRS 6, 1<) 2394 NRS
45, 41 2897 NRS 322 345K Fig. 2).

VAS
10
8
6
4 .\_\
2
0
O?F\\ Q%*(o o’ﬁ\\ o?é\b 07&\ o’zg('o o@*v Day

Fig. 1. Progress of abdominal pain.

VAS : visual analog scale

M Fatigue
® Indigestion

Day21 Day26 Day29 Day

(Discharge)

294 4.3 mg/dLoll A 4¥3F 1.7 me/dL, 20¥
Z} 1.0 mg/dLE 743l em, DB 44 294
2.8 mg/dLelA 492k 0.9 mg/dL, 2082k 0.4
mg/dLE 7Aast ok Amylase:s 49 294
87 IU/LelM 39 494 109 IU/LE Ab43led
FAHe =oko) 1 20¢3kel 61 TU/L
2 7231 Lipases 99 294 242 TU/LE
FuAHe kot 44 4d3pel 156 1U/L,
44 2093}l 60 TU/LZ 7348t Table 1).
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[Appendix 1] Western Medicine (2023.03.22-2023.03.30)

2ol 2ig2 - 457

Western medicine Component 'T‘aking method
Meiact Tab. 100 mg Boryung Cefditoren Pivoxil 100 mg tidpc
Magnesium Trihydrate Salt of Chenodeoxycholic Acid .
CnU Cap. And Ursodeoxycholic Acid 250 mg tidpe
Mucosta Tab. Rebamipide 100 mg tidpe
Peptazol Tab. 40 mg Pantoprazole Sodium Sesquihydrate 45.1 mg qdac

tid (Ter in die, three times a day) @ 3% 3 £-83}
pc (Post Cibum, after meals) : 2] %o 283

ad (Quaque die, every day) : 19 13] 283

ac (Ante Cibum, before meals) : A}Hel] 283

[Appendix 2] Western Medicine (2023.03.31-2023.04.19)

Western medicine Component 'T‘aking method
Foipan Tab. Ilsung Camostat Mesilate 100 mg tidpe
Mucosta Tab. Rebamipide 100 mg tidpe
Peptazol Tab. 40 mg Pantoprazole Sodium Sesquihydrate 45.1 mg qdac
Norzyme Cap. 10000 Pancreatin Enteric Coated Micronized Tablets 162.7 mg tidpe

tid (Ter in die, three times a day) @ 3% 3 E-&3}
pc (Post Cibum, after meals) : 2] %o 283

ad (Quaque die, every day) : 19 13] 283k

ac (Ante Cibum, before meals) : A}%el] 283
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