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The crisis of church education in Korean churches and
the need for Christian education experts’

Jeung-Gwan Lee
(Anyang University)

Abstract

Purpose of study: Recognizing the importance of securing professionalism in church educa-
tion in the context of the serious problem of church eucation in the Korean church today,
this study aims to reveal the problems of current church education and suggest alternatives
for solving the problems.

Research content and method: The Korean church is facing crises. One of the crises is
the decline in church membership and worship attendance. Another, more fundamental
problem is the crisis of church education, where the number of students in Sunday schools
is plummeting, and many young people are leaving the church. Many of them are question-
ing the quality of church education leaders. The decline and demise of Sunday schools does
not bode well for the future of the Korean church. What the church needs to do to address
these issues is to build up educational professionals. Leadership and professionalism are crit-
ical issues. Until now, the needs of church education in the Korean church have relied on
dedication and life mission rather than professionalism. And these criteria were enough. It
has been 34 years since the October 1989 resolution of the General Assembly of the
Christian Church in Korea to establish a system of educators. However, little progress has
been made and the system has not been changed to a system of educators. One of the ways
to solve this problem is for the Korean church to prepare for the future of the Korean
church by utilizing educators for church growth and the restoration of Sunday schools.
Conclusions and Suggestions: For the function, mission, and purpose of the church, the
system of educators is requested to be established in the Korean church as soon as possible
to fulfill the professional church education and educational pastoral mission. In response to
this call, current Korean church education needs to change and innovate. The direction of
innovation is professional education, which means that there is a need and urgency for pro-
fessional educators gs church education leaders.
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