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The Changes of Living Arrangement in Elderly and Reasons for Their Choice

A
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the trend of changes in the elderly living arrangement over the past 20 years and the reasons why

the elderly choose these changes. The subjects of the survey were households aged 65 years or older in Korea. Data from the

survey of Ministry of Health and Welfare conducted in 2004, 2014, 2020 were used for the analysis. The result of analysis was

as follows; First, since 2000, the number of elderly households living with their children has been rapidly decreasing, while the

number of elderly couple households and single elderly households is gradually increasing. Second, elderly living alone appeared

more in rural areas, women, older people, and elderly with low education. They are in a vulnerable position that needs help.

Therefore, welfare policies for the elderly should be focused on elderly single households. Finally the reason for choosing elderly

single household in 2020 was that the voluntary choice by the individual accounted for a much higher rate than the unintentional

choice by the children. In addition, the life satisfaction of the elderly who arbitrarily selected the living arrangement was higher

than that of the elderly who deliberately chose the living arrangement.
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Table 2. Elderly’s living arrangement by region (%)
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Table 4. Elderly’s living arrangement by age (%)
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Table 5. Elderly’s living arrangement by education level (%)
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Table 6. Reasons for forming elderly single household (%)

20043 2014 20201
e 7L
e R (n=3035) (n=10281) (1=9920)
2R E A7 374 26.8 20.8
b | TR 239 311 259
58t .
ERIFAIT 33.6 383 52.0
7€} 5.1 37 12
2R FE A7 32.8 239 162
e | =R 44.0 511 442
FTE
ERIFAIT 17.9 213 38.8
7)€} 53 37 0.8
ARAE A7 313 243 152
xz= LRI 514 58.5 60.4
o) QIS 10.9 13.5 2238
7)€} 6.4 37 1.6

19

15) 202061 QAN Q1] IZF ) et S} 803wk, 25
[e)

10239+, 22 o)A} 1917907 ZAME Lk

4 B d R ek 1257 33 51903 20239 89

T 20043 20143 20201
=l AAA 55 24 2.8 12.7
218l 743t 3.7 2.0 11.1
MNAGFHAES F=7] S5 26.0 153 16.9
71 AFA AT 2% - 133 18.8
el A% - 31.0 30.5
ZnA 9] EA 12,5 9.1 59
2ol el AF 4622 214 34
2nA 9] BAA oHg 44 34 -
7€} 49 1.7 0.7
Al 100 100 100
&) (1763) (7331) (8188)
=



TGS 7] %, U1 AFA AF A T 4N &
2O zlo)H MElog a3 «xo A& «xio] WA &
o <z o] Blx o] AF <z o] AAA ol 5 4 &

2 Aol ogt BRoj A Ao w FFsto] EAsith 11 A
FH= Table 76114 B520] 2004 olli= =912] 2Rl 2%t g
2 Alo] 63.1%Z A9 Ae32.1%) R 4 =90tk 2014
Well = & W3} glo] el Bkl 4] o] 64.9%% A2 4 A
B1(33.4%) 2t} =4 el 28y 2020 o= o3t At
& GEo] wQlo] #pojA deo] Hnks dolA 59.5%F At
W Q13 8194 Ael39.8%) Rt B4 =4 Uebsttl A7he)
Sge mE AA A HEE ARl T2 E AR Fig
1= Wl 9n] Q= WstE 5 itk A =
ERlEo] @IS ApoyA o7 HdEehs vlEo] Bl o
Aeshs HlES dolalthes A2, 15¢ w=dr] Jojso] =
o] SE7E AR Qe o)™ 4= glo] Attt o] A
T AR AAshe e FAL E]‘iiﬂhl 3~
Q1] oJAe o3t Aee wdr] 4
29 5k
=

A A a9 o1° FolA BAA 5 9
7 st

=l

L o TP

fl

o
w
.—@

o

= ol\
N
N,
ot Jlm
.u
rlo
]
S ]
N
o
>
O(
rsL' E

Table 7. Choices for forming elderly single household (%)
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Fig. 1. Choices for forming elderly single household (%)
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Table 8. Choices for forming elderly single household by region (%)
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Table 9. Choices for forming elderly single household by gender (%)
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Table 10. Choices for forming elderly single household by age (%)
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Table 11. Choices for forming elderly single household by education level (%)
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Fig. 2. Choices for elderly to live with married children (%)

Table 13. Choices for elderly to live with married children (%)
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Table 14. Obvious choice for elderly to live with married children (%)
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Table 15. Life satisfaction according to elderly’s living arrangement
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Table 16. Life satisfaction according to the reasons for forming elderly single

household
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Table 17. Life satisfaction according to the reasons for elderly to live with

married children

Aeld g ECERE
i t
M SD M SD
2004 2.98 1.15 2.79 1.01 0.07
2020 2.69 0.71 2.64 0.75 0.46

"p<.01(both), ““p<.001(both)
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