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Abstract

A Study on the Grotesque Tendency
in German Expressionism
- Focused on Café Miiller

CHOI, Jung Yun

KookMin University

Dept. of Performing Arts and Multimedia, Dance Science
Major

This study aims to investigate the interrelationship between
German expressionist dance and grotesque art, with a specific
focus on the analysis of Pina Bausch's renowned work, <{Café
Miiller). German expressionist dance emerged as a response to the
social instability and economic downturn that followed World War
I, leading to the introduction of expressionism and grotesque
aesthetics. The incorporation of grotesque expression in dance
plays a critical role in boldly portraying the destruction of the
human condition and its underlying causes, thereby offering
insights into social contradictions and the erosion of human nature.

This research thoroughly explores the intricate connection
between German expressionist dance and grotesque expression,
providing a comprehensive analysis of Pina Bausch's {Café Miiller)
to reassess the profound meaning and significance of expressionist
dance. Additionally, this study delves into the inherent grotesque
tendencies embedded within the work, surpassing conventional
notions of visual beauty and ugliness, and strives to reinterpret the

essence of grotesque expression through the nuanced movements of
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the dancers and the integration of auditory elements within the
performance.

Expressionism, Expressionist Dance, Grotesque, Pina Bausch,

Keyword
WO (Cate Miler)
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