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Abstract

Analysis of the Danmu Phenomenon on the
Chinese Video Platform Bilibili
- Focused on Henry Jenkins' Concept of
Participatory Culture
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This paper analyzes the danmu phenomenon with the concept of
participatory culture proposed by Henry Jenkins. Unlike other
comments, Danmu is a function that allows users to post
anonymously while watching a video, and comments posted at that
time are immediately displayed on the screen and can be viewed by
other viewers. The service was first launched by Niconico. In this
paper, the danmu phenomenon in the Chinese video platform Bilibili
is analyzed by focusing on three aspects. First, in terms of creative
sharing under collective intelligence, we explore how users create
their own creations and share them with other users through danmu.
Second, in the collaboration model under public participation, the
method and meaning of collective cooperation through users'
interaction is dealt with. Third, in terms of financial support of
commercial capital, the influence of danmu videos to create

commercial profits is analyzed as a case. In addition, the negative
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aspects and challenges of participatory culture in Bilibili are
analyzed. Negative aspects such as participation gap, copyright
infringement, excessive use of danmu and problems of anonymity
were reviewed, and major challenges to realize the potential of
danmu as a participatory culture were suggested. This paper
comprehensively analyzes danmu using research methods such as
literature review and case studies, and through this, tries to derive
insights on how participatory culture and danmu interact and evolve
in modern society. Danmu, as a participatory medium, is an
important tool that promotes individual and collective creation and
interaction, and is pioneering a new boundary between the media

industry and its users.

Participatory  Culture, Henry Jenkins, Danmu, Media
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