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Effects of Issue Leadership and Learning Agility on
Startup Employees' Innovation Behavior

Han, Young-chanl)
Lee, Sang-jik2)

Abstract

This study was conducted to empirically analyze the impact of issue leadership and learning
agility on the innovation behavior of startup employees. Issue leadership was subdivided into issue
creation, audience engagement, and issue execution. Learning agility was subdivided into five
factors: feedback seeking, information orientation, reflection, experimentation, and agility. The
survey was conducted among employees working in startups. In this study, 300 valid surveys were
analyzed. Hierarchical regression was used to test the hypotheses. The results of the empirical
analysis were as follows Among the sub-factors of issue leadership, issue creation, audience
engagement, and the sub-factors of learning agility, information orientation, reflection,
experimentation, and agility had a significant positive effect on startup employees' innovation
behavior. On the other hand, issue execution, a subcomponent of issue leadership, and feedback
seeking, a subcomponent of learning agility, did not have a significant effect on innovative
behavior. In addition, the magnitude of the effect on innovative behavior was in the order of
experimentation, agility, issue creation, information orientation, audience engagement, and
reflection. Therefore, this study on the effect of issue leadership and learning agility on innovative
behavior concludes that issue creation, audience engagement, information orientation, reflection,
experimentation, and agility play an important role.

Keyword: startups, startup employees, innovation behavior, issue leadership, learning agility
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