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Earth Science Pre-Service Teacher’s Perceptions and Educational
Utilization of Geoparks
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("*Daegu University)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate earth science pre-service teachers' perceptions and educational utilization of
geoparks. It is intended to provide implications of geopark education in the current curriculum and effective geopark
education. Education using geoparks has the effect of helping students cultivate inquiry and learning skills, enhancing
students’ participation in classes. To provide education with these results, it is necessary to deliver meanings of the geopark
education to of earth science pre-service teachers who will educate future generations. However, despite the advantages and
needs of geopark education, earth science pre-service teachers lack an understanding of geoparks. In this study, 56
pre-service teachers enrolled in earth science education at a university in Gyeongsangbuk-do were investigated for: their
perception levels of geoparks, experience, necessity, and learning method of geopark education. As a result, earth science
pre-service teachers were well aware of the geoparks, but they lacked knowledge of domestic and global geoparks,
confirming the need for geopark education. Currently, the degree of geopark education in the secondary curriculum is
insufficient, and earth science pre-service teachers feel the need for it. However, since the understanding of geopark is
lacking, support for geopark education is needed. Earth science pre-service teachers being positive about the need for geopark
education, it is expected that geopark education will be active in the field of earth science, social, and comparison education
when they become teachers in the future.
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Table 1. Questionnaire about geopark and educational utilization
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Table 2. Number of earth science pre-teacher respondents
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Fig. 1. Sources of information about the geopark
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Fig. 2. Levels of school in which earth science
pre-teachers first encountered information about the
geoparks
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Fig. 3. Perception levels of earth science pre-teachers
about the geoparks
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