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A qualitative study on the meaning of death experienced by

paramedic students during clinical practice
Moo-Hyun Kim'-Jung Eun Lee!
'Department of Paramedicine, Dongnam Health University

= Abstract =
Purpose: This study explored the values and attitudes toward the death of paramedic students. It

comprehensively investigated paramedic students’ first encounters with death during their clinical
practice.

Methods: Between December 2022 and January 2023, in-depth interviews were conducted with seven
paramedic students who underwent clinical practice. Their experiences with death and grievances were
explored by applying Colaizzi’s (1978) phenomenological research method.

Results: After exploring and analyzing the collected data, the context and meaning of the phenomenon
were integrated. Resultingly, five major categories and 16 subcategories were derived.

Conclusion: Universities should introduce a practical curriculum on experiences with death to reduce
the negative emotions associated with death that paramedic students experience during their clinical
practice and convert them into opportunities for reflection and growth.

Keywords: Paramedic student, Clinical practice, First death experience, Phenomenological qualitative
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Table 1. Resarch participants

< ol 28d S F Dead on arriv-
al(DOA), Cardiopulmonary resuscitation(CPR)
o ¥ 2SS APS FAL A7 Hoir)

2 AR & dFEH Fate o
BAE BA St B AFFAE BEl FoRE
A BYsglen, olF  EWo|:AWH
(snowball sampling)& &-&3to] Ztod x}94 z]
A 5 AR Aol e dFFARE

P L4

294, SA0E AT A
2 AAAYE so] ATBHL 383 )l
gom, 2pga Folo g Rl @3t
o Wadde 223t PO AW
B AT % THelth ARAT 75
Webg % ZEA R FSUA) e A

o}ar

A7) FARG7} 6~102) S b
W11-13] & A9 Feld ¢ T3 JPUE

=
Z Z22 AU 4P ohusld] 2T

Holglom, nE 2
oz HY WY SFIRMENN A&
Saysigich

Research participants ~ Gender Grade Age Clinical training site  Date of interview

A Male 2 21 ER 2022.12.20
Male 2 22 ER 2022.12.26

C Male 2 25 ER 2022.12.18

D Female 2 22 ER 2023.1.2

E Female 2 25 ER 2023.1.5

F Male 2 23 ER 2023.1.6

G Male 2 26 ER 2023.1.9
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Category

Subcategory

1) Death is a distant story from me.

1. Feeling vague about death

2) Feeling empty.

3) Death is a natural phenomenon.

1) I can't play any role and just watch the situation.

2. Feeling lethargic at the soene
of death

2) Realizing what you learned at college.
3) I imagine myself working in the clinical field.

4) Feeling empathetic to the grief of a patient’s guardian.

1) I got emotional trauma about death.

3. Rethinking the meaning of
death after clinical practice

2) Knowing the process of death.
3) No matter how hard I try to do care, I can't help it.

4) A ear of dulling one's feelings of death.

4. Have a serious mind about
the work of Paramedics

1) Thinking seriously about the work of paramedics.
2) A change in my mindset about studying.

5. Finding a way to relieve the
pressure of death

1) Feel the need for in-depth education on death before clinical practice.
2) Share similar situations and want to be consoled.
3) Trying to avoid empathy with the situation of death.
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