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A Comparative Analysis of Fact-Checking News Fairness in South
Korean Broadcasting
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Abstract To compare whether broadcast fact-checking news, which aims to overcome the limitations of objective
reporting, ensures fairness, we analyzed 227 fact-checked news stories aired on the main news of KBS, MBC
SBS, TV Chosun, JTBC MBN, and YTN from January 1, 2022 to May 31, 2022, when the 20th presidential
and local election campaigns were held. The analysis showed clear differences in fact-checking targets and
narratives by broadcasters. In general, MBC, JTBC,and YTN were more likely to favor liberal parties such as
the Democratic Party, while TV Chosun had a lot of narratives favoring the conservative camp. SBS and MBN
were relatively neutral. KBS seemed to be trying to remain outwardly neutral. SBS and TV Chosun were the
most active in fact-checking, but they covered a wide range of issues and were characterized by a bias toward
contextualizing issues that viewers were curious about, rather than clarifying the facts. The projection of
ideological bias by broadcasters in fact-checking narratives is a challenge that needs to be overcome.
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A Comparative Analysis of Fact—Checking News Fairness in South Korean Broadcasting
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