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Abstract The purpose of this paper is to show the limitations of Just War Theory in evaluating ethical issues
that can be raised in cognitive warfare, which is emerging as a new area of war. To this end, we will provide
the background of cognitive warfare, derive the features of cognitive warfare based on conceptual analysis of
cognitive warfare, and clarify the differences between cognitive warfare and traditional warfare. Afterwards, we
will turn the discussion and take a look at the background and areas of Just War Theory as a theory that
evaluates comprehensive ethical issues related to war. Then, we will elaborate what Just War Theory is and
apply the ethical judgment criteria presented in the three areas of this theory, jus ad bellum, jus in bello, and
jus post bellum, to cognitive warfare. Finally, we will evaluate the appropriateness of ethical judgment in
cognitive warfare by applying criteria for each area and specify the limitations, thereby showing that Just War
Theory has limitations as an ethical judgment criteria in cognitive warfare.
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