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Analysis of Urban Migrants’ Intention to Return
Focusing on Guangdong Province, China
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ABSTRACT : While economic incentives have led to migration, the failure to adapt to a new city and to ease the financial burden

to support families have raised migrants’ intention to return to their hometowns. Using the 2016 China Migrants Dynamic Survey, this

study investigates determinants of migrants’ intention to return. Migration at a young age, which is associated with lower barriers to

the new culture, and intraprovince migration requiring less effort to adapt to the new city, were associated with lower intention to

return. Also, migrants with less burden to support a family tend to have a higher intention to return to rural hometowns. Specifically,

migrants with children over 18 years old and fewer family members are likely to return to their hometowns. To revitalize rural

economy and reduce the rural-urban disparity, a policy to support migrants with high intention to return will be needed.
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Z39] A AYH0] Az 19789 o]F, %ol ol
7F 294 ZAIZ o]ESIAl ol S AAE
AR Aoz defA Utk FEolA ZARY o]F
Aedsle] F8 SOl RS 1 Fweh & o
olalgolgion, Sl ule xSl AALE Ug
ARt 20139 71, 9] olFRIF= 1Y 6 suink
gl |21 (Shi, 2016), =5 ©|FY FAIY 7ok
OF 16~22%0] 0|2 Ao Z=AEQITh (Wang, 2008).
HEHQ o]F TAIY FEA AAMA] A9, 20169
AFQIT 1-19gt i F Ado] a3E & F4
B HoE Ula 60% olge] Fue eixdlA] o)t
ﬁoi LEFATE (Guangdong Statistical Yearbook 2017).
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SHAEE S0l Al o] It BRIV |H= ©rIQl
F7F B2, Meng (2012)° 95Hd Bt o] 7] ]'%
Ho=, T o|Foj= thA] o] EoPtAY HE &
2 A o]Fst= AoE LA Ut o] &) OITA
7P & ol 2= AL A¥EH SHAE TS
AR 4ot AFAE PR AZAZ AlZolth ASlS
o] ALGAAAA st A= wigd FAA ol T+
o o5 ZA=E e, QAL T EATICE FE5t
I S oldE AAs| AFFOoEH TTAE EAIRJIT
BAY FHOE o|&Sgtt (Ahn, 2004). FE0| TTE
= ITLES o]t ZAoA W& % HFHF o]&
5ol oj#Eeg Zoj$kom (Chen et al, 2020) Ao &
7t Y= A}%Mﬂ H|3[A] A7 A& 59 2ol v
AL E wWorth (Démurger et al., 2009). A2 U3t o]
FUEY oHFE gl =5 52 skl s,
TR iﬁLZﬂ— 4AHoZ  HASA AT
1997%4_01]—5 Iy 20 WSl = —‘P-:IL Bt =t
A ATARS T+ o]dE 35l8otor, 2001+
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A 8 HEEe]l A8H PAOR F7 olHY 2A 9 FxEo| HUAT £A HEI BFES HIAZ
2 YT 5 YES HEYh 04l FHASA] ko FUESY] FFL EAGI HEOR A4u} 714

A AGHY AR ST SANY TES QOIS olANUoEA BE XS BHSL Aoz JYe

SHT} (Hao, 2022). £} (Zhao, . olFuEe) A% B71% sersiel 7%
i oleith S @Sl okl oiE] AF EIVE xe o T AU AY Wt o

CEUSE GT JAE A Ao ehih 21 Bske o] 44 £RHE ¥ Aow Jhar

Cad °l—r AT SH ZUEY AR HE2dE 354 &
A2 F 27.9%= 2 ol 2 UEAT sk =
TE oF EAE &4 APt gl SERTh OlT«l
FE Ulo] AR FAIS
A gode olfe BAA #U9 B E= HPéZﬂXd

. g2

B AL FE B4 o|FuE0] AFTHA e
VI STE AT £ U ofFE AT A=A 9 S ol A9l ofelaa s A4 ¥
Azl B4, BE VIS BEgol mANH Qb o ug Gske woth 480 olHee = e Wz
AAA 0|52 S A oF EAIHS AT AR ZgHqLr] olF AdY AF A o= olF
L e S A 45T 4 A ofiet. o) AFY Yol oL e Fald o

2 dFME 20168 F= o]F AT FH EYET 3t 280l Hil BEetell fA sotEe W, d¥ol &

ZAL Holg § 334 HIPIEHE o83, o]F ZA| A 275 AAgol &5 Ao Btz #-3o] of
<9 olHEFT 7= iRt BAA B FE g9t o g2 g A 'Y 22 25 S SRste A#)
Fu5e] A% ool IS AL Avmgich olF 1 olso] Ha 4 srozo] o5 B8, 7 o]
HE0] o]F ZAJA Y] #Zof Aufigt Fe IFozo £ 9 olFHEY 232 T of#A gt 71Ee] Higt
S S (Ho, 2022), 750] et AAA BF ARH R g ofFul Ado] gt A8WSE
o] GSEE o RE A& RQlo] FolsY] RO AZmo G B YA WREOL A 15
o} o]F = o] EAX ofolSof tigt &= F= (Kim &H o H 7TRE FA FerH w2 A5S T
et al, 2012) T o]FRIFS| P4l AEFHA (Fu Keung 5P| ghECh wheha] AA2 BeF o] gopdes =
Wong and Song, 2008) & o8 74| 71 EAE FAkst L Z2z0] AES AY] Yo TA|RO] o]RE AMHT 7}
v, F1zol et A R Hyo] USlEE olgl  LAo] B ofF sk Eak Zold % gtk olgat ¥
@74 BAS 09 A0 FolE A0R oEn. o wme Jlsd 4 Bess SlER s 4
S OlFHEY o]F EA Ago] gt 7|E A= £ dg¥er ZdFler Ay ditt BAA B F
G Fge A9 4 (Cao et al. 2015, Fan, Sun and T ZA517] Qo) BE Z7E 184] o]4e] ARlo]
Zheng, 20112 Z45tol BHSAGAT A7 Aol 5 QEAE W EAZL ol dTEAL 9% 7
WA @S BOF o] JAAHe] RS WALAE  Me ofefet 2.
ZHE ot Zhao (2002)= AP 2] uol7t AR gl 7Hd 1. o]F A9 dAfo] 245 AYo R AY
A Qe BAsEo, eHolst EX 124] olale] & Am3 Zoltt
HololA] oluut mPsle] AAA HF B mg ofdl sl 2 4 oz ojFe olFHES AU ofFulo]
Ao digt B8 olgto] UEoioUch Demurger and Xu  wle) FFL o AT Holch
o11oIA= 1641 olste] Ad7E Q= olFRle] 1'A] 7He 3. 7159 47t AesE AF APl w2 Aotk
& 4ol Hlg o]F7Ite] Atts A2 E‘I‘O‘Jr A 7Hd 4. Be AU AgRlel | olFHES %A ¥
oAl oz 821 F shRl A3 ofFHES I 4 < olFHlEo] Hs) A o A Aol
=7 gtk 71E AFolA 289 0131?: Aol X+

L z1#-o] 9J=A] (Cao et al. 2015, Chen and Liu 2016, I, oot
Wang 2020), AJ7F0]5<Q1A] (Wang 2019), @A HWdS . OTod
APt 4= QJE=A] (Chen and Liu 2016) 502 == Qi)

T B4l oIFUES AF TS AoAohe HE dolgE 20168 3 olF AT e mUHY 24
ZHAE 4%l A ZAY sHo ERol 2 Ao w2 F=A AFa5E o]tk o] RAR= 22 A7
2 7l BA R R oI5 ME BANY A Aggidsirt i 2 =A04 @ g ol AT

ooh‘

20 S=HE, 293 15, 20234
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oh 623399 YA %, 1A 97.99%gon] o]E 1
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Table 1. Socio-demographic Characteristics of Migrants

AR} (Wang et al., 2020). SHEAE] &et o=
SYAR o]FRISY diFRe] A wgdE
Ade W SEAES HHHOR 29864 ©]
3 oF 58| o]Fet mAOA wR= Ao e
- o189 19lF %t &5 Wet2 27 7A e
AT 182909) 2 G Al oF sURkeD), LAl 1919
Bt GDP 11%F 9iQke] FA] 5% vA|1L 9l

7He RS A A9 W (olF AlY A, A bt
& o, 7SS S BE AT 184 oAl o)
A SEA iRle] 4 AF EAI 542 B
AR ARSIl TiRle] SHo == SERtel Y, 4

i)
=
+

SN oft o aju

o

)

T oR, WEAE, d A, 36 BE o], o]F J|7l]
=gt 712 A7E0] o5t 1 (Newbold and

Bell, 2001), A4S (Wang & Zhao, 2013), ¥ W& ==

Discrete variables Sub-category observations  proportion
Return Intention Return 324 5.2 -
No return 5909 94.8 -
Gender Male 3087 49.53 -
Female 3146 50.47 -
Range of movement Intraprovince 1904 30.55 -
Interprovince 4329 69.45 -
Marriage before migration Marriage after migration 1119 18.32 -
Marriage before migration 4989 81.68 -
All children over 18 years old No 5554 89.11 -
Yes 679 10.89 -
Marriage No 125 2.01 -
Yes 6108 97.99 -
Having a house No 3895 62.49 -
Yes 2338 37.51 -
Pearl River Delta region No 1156 18.55 -
Yes 5077 81.45 -
Education Elementary school graduates or below 731 11.7 -
Middle school graduates 3516 56.4 -
High school graduates 1479 23.7 -
College graduates or above 507 8.1 -
Continuous variables Observations Average Standard deviation
Age 6233 35.67 7.86
Duration of migration 6233 5.80 5.36
Age at the time of migration 6233 29.86 7.91
Number of family members 6233 3.72 0.84
Income per capita per year (1000 yuan) 6233 27.53 22.98
Income per family per year (1000 yuan) 6233 98.70 81.49
City average of GDP per capita (1000 yuan) 6233 113.66 39.43
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(Rosenbaum, 1993), H|E (Zhao, 2002)°] AT} 9] A
A Aot A Aok FEE{AAE FAEQA
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Aot mlE] HE RS 7hs/de] AR FEO] 9
Ao weh MpE FHESHA] Skt ol 717ke] Akl
gt JF2 F 7 AdetE 83E 7 4 ok WA,
o|F 7|Zto] ApF Aol tigh T1El%o] AR 7=
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ARof| A 9] A-Zo] &mH AL onlshr| = St wEhA
o] 7|Zto]l AZF ool mAl= FIFel SHAUA 4
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AT A9 B4 A7 B =X A 4t
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Table 2. Probit regression of return intention

A oo A 4]

%

Variables (1) (2) 3) 4) 5) (6) (7)
Age at the time of migration 0.012**  0.011**  0.011** - 0.012**  0.015%**  0.009*
(0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.005)
Range of movement 0.506***  0.506*** 0.508***  (0.506*** (0.498*** (.399%*** (398***
(0.071) (0.071) (0.071) (0.071) (0.070) (0.060) (0.060)
All children over 18 years old 0.2209%*%  0.227*%  0.232%*  0.229%*  (.199%* - -
(0.096) (0.096) (0.099) (0.096) (0.088)
Number of family members S0.118%**  -0.065%*  -0.116%** -0.118%** -0.113%*%* -0.102*** -0.089***
(0.034) (0.033) (0.034) (0.034) (0.037) (0.030) (0.027)
Duration of migration -0.015%**  -0.015%** -0.015*** -0.027***  -0.007 -0.011*  -0.016**
(0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.008) (0.006) (0.007)
Gender 0.033 0.033 0.031 0.033 0.035 0.087**%  0.072**
(0.039) (0.039) (0.040) (0.039) (0.046) (0.034) (0.034)
Marriage -0.299 -0.287 -0.313* -0.299 -0.140 -0.243* -0.229*
(0.188) (0.190) (0.187) (0.188) (0.236) (0.125) (0.126)
Elementary school graduates or below 0.047 0.045 0.061 0.047 -0.012 0.080 0.050
(0.126) (0.126) (0.128) (0.126) (0.141) (0.117) (0.116)
Middle school graduates 0.026 0.026 0.032 0.026 0.001 0.049 0.043
(0.089) (0.086) (0.093) (0.089) (0.119) (0.048) (0.047)
High school graduates -0.058 -0.059 -0.053 -0.058 -0.039 -0.071 -0.077
(0.110) (0.106) (0.111) (0.110) (0.130) (0.065) (0.065)
Income per capita per year (1000RMB) -0.008*** - -0.008*** -0.008*** -0.007***  -0.001 -0.001
(0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
Having a house 0.051 0.055 0.051 0.051 0.080 0.072 0.071
(0.055) (0.057) (0.054) (0.055) (0.060) (0.046) (0.046)
Pearl River Delta region -0.044 -0.044 -0.066 -0.044 -0.071 -0.003 -0.004
(0.241) (0.239) (0.229) (0.241) (0.229) (0.209) (0.209)
City level -0.039 -0.039 - -0.039 -0.044 -0.045 -0.047
(0.119) (0.119) (0.119) (0.114) (0.099) (0.099)
City average of GDP per capita (1000RMB) -0.000 -0.000 -0.001 -0.000 -0.000 -0.001 -0.001
(0.003) (0.003) (0.003) (0.003) (0.003) (0.002) (0.002)
Income per family per year (1000RMB) - -0.002%** - - - -
(0.001)
City population - - 0.014 - - - -
(0.015)
Age - - - 0.012%* - - -
(0.005)
Movement with spouse - - - - -0.152%%* - -
(0.061)
Having a child - - - - - 0.105 -
(0.108)
Interaction (Having a child x All children over 18 years old) - - - - - - 0.351**
1 if All children over 18 years old, 0 otherwise (0.150)
1 if having a child under 18 years old, 0 otherwise - - - - - - 0.088
(0.107)
Constant -1.249% %% _] 437**k ] 361*** -] 249%** ] 32TH*E ] 626%**  -].468%**
(0.465) (0.478) (0.305) (0.465) (0.479) (0.355) (0.344)
Observations 6,233 6,233 6,233 6,233 5,067 8,282 8,282
Average marginal effects and standard errors (parentheses) are reported. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
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Table 3. Logit regression of return intention

AA7E AL A7 IRl A 09) ghe etk 7
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Variables (1)
Age at the time of migration 0.012**
(0.005)
Range of movement 0.506%***
(0.071)
All children over 18 years old 0.229%*
(0.096)

24 S=7|E H293E 15, 20234

0.011%%  0.011%* - 0.012%%  0.015%**  0.009*
(0.005)  (0.005) (0.005)  (0.005)  (0.005)
0.506%%*  0.508*%** 0.506%** 0.498%** (399%xx (308%**
(0.071)  (0.071)  (0.071)  (0.070)  (0.060)  (0.060)
0.227+%  0232%*%  0229%*  (.]99%* - -

(0.096)  (0.099)  (0.096)  (0.088)
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Variables @) @) 3) “4) ®) ©6) @)
Number of family members -0.118%**  -0.065%*  -0.116%** -0.118*** -0.113*** -0.102*** -0.089***
(0.034) (0.033) (0.034) (0.034) (0.037) (0.030) (0.027)
Duration of migration -0.015%** -0.015%** -0.015%** -0.027***  -0.007 -0.011*  -0.016**
(0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.005) (0.008) (0.006) (0.007)
Gender 0.033 0.033 0.031 0.033 0.035 0.087**  0.072%*
(0.039) (0.039) (0.040) (0.039) (0.046) (0.034) (0.034)
Marriage -0.299 -0.287 -0.313* -0.299 -0.140 -0.243*%  -0.229*
(0.188) (0.190) (0.187) (0.188) (0.236) (0.125) (0.126)
Elementary school graduates or below 0.047 0.045 0.061 0.047 -0.012 0.080 0.050
(0.126) (0.126) (0.128) (0.126) (0.141) (0.117) (0.116)
Middle school graduates 0.026 0.026 0.032 0.026 0.001 0.049 0.043
(0.089) (0.086) (0.093) (0.089) (0.119) (0.048) (0.047)
High school graduates -0.058 -0.059 -0.053 -0.058 -0.039 -0.071 -0.077
(0.110) (0.106) (0.111) (0.110) (0.130) (0.065) (0.065)
Income per capita per year (1000RMB) -0.008*** - -0.008*** -0.008*** -0.007***  -0.001 -0.001
(0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002) (0.002)
Having a house 0.051 0.055 0.051 0.051 0.080 0.072 0.071
(0.055) (0.057) (0.054) (0.055) (0.060) (0.046) (0.046)
Pearl River Delta region -0.044 -0.044 -0.066 -0.044 -0.071 -0.003 -0.004
(0.241) (0.239) (0.229) (0.241) (0.229) (0.209) (0.209)
City level -0.039 -0.039 - -0.039 -0.044 -0.045 -0.047
(0.119) (0.119) (0.119) (0.114) (0.099) (0.099)
City average of GDP per capita (1000RMB) -0.000 -0.000 -0.001 -0.000 -0.000 -0.001 -0.001
(0.003) (0.003) (0.003) (0.003) (0.003) (0.002) (0.002)
Income per family per year (1000RMB) - -0.002%** - - - - -
(0.001)
City population - - 0.014 - - - -
(0.015)
Age - - - 0.012%* - - -
(0.005)
Movement with spouse - - - - -0.152%* - -
(0.061)
Having a child - - - - - 0.105 -
(0.108)
Interaction (Having a child x All children over 18 i i i i i i 0351 %+
years old)
1 if All children over 18 years old, 0 otherwise (0.150)
1 if having a child under 18 years old, 0 otherwise - - - - - - 0.088
(0.107)
Constant S1.249% %% (1 A3T7HHE ] 361%HE 1.249% k] 327HRE ] 626%FF  -1.468%**
(0.465) (0.478) (0.305) (0.465) (0.479) (0.355) (0.344)
Observations 6,233 6,233 6,233 6,233 5,067 8,282 8,282

Average marginal effects and standard errors (parentheses) are reported. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
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Table 4. Multinomial logit regression of return intention

Variables Return settlement re-migration Undecided

Age at the time of migration 0.0011%** 0.0026%** -0.0005 -0.0033%**
(0.0005) (0.0008) (0.0004) (0.001)

Range of movement 0.0528*** -0.1525%** 0.0053 0.0943***
(0.011) (0.0192) (0.005) (0.0141)
All children over 18 years old 0.0223** -0.0903** -0.0003 0.0683*
(0.0095) (0.0364) (0.0079) (0.0392)

Number of family members -0.0117%** 0.0354*** -0.0048 -0.0189%**
(0.0039) (0.0058) (0.004) (0.0056)

Duration of migration -0.0013** 0.0183%%** -0.0019%** -0.0157%**
(0.0006) (0.0015) (0.0004) (0.0015)
Gender 0.0026 -0.0017 -0.0104%** 0.0094

(0.0039) (0.008) (0.0035) (0.0093)
Marriage -0.0278* -0.0245 0.0145 0.0377*

(0.0162) (0.0316) (0.0144) (0.0203)

Elementary school graduates or below 0.002 -0.2038%** 0.017* 0.1848***
(0.0125) (0.0384) (0.0095) (0.0311)

Middle school graduates -0.0012 -0.1675%** 0.0184* 0.1503***
(0.0094) (0.0153) (0.0096) (0.012)

High school graduates -0.0092 -0.0942%** 0.0169** 0.0865%**
(0.0116) (0.0205) (0.0085) (0.021)

Income per capita per year (1000RMB) -0.0008*** 0.0037%%** 0.0001 -0.0029***
(0.0002) (0.0007) (0.0002) (0.0006)

Having a house 0.007 0.0708*** 0.0034 -0.0812%%**
(0.006) (0.0141) (0.0065) (0.0148)

Pearl River Delta region -0.0035 0.0738* -0.004 -0.0662**
(0.0248) (0.0414) (0.0157) (0.0326)

City level -0.0047 -0.0855%** 0.0015 0.0887***

(0.0115) (0.0198) (0.0057) (0.0156)
City average of GDP per capita 0 0.0001 0 -0.0001
(1000RMB) (0.0003) (0.0004) (0.0002) (0.0002)

Average marginal effects and standard errors (parentheses) are reported. *** p<0.01, ** p<0.05, * p<0.1
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